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THE KESTON FOREIGN BIRD FARM 
COMES OF AGE 
By Epwarp Boosry 


Nowadays, if we are to contribute to the magazine at all, most of 
us have perforce to emulate the aged and live in the past. This, while 
it makes one feel distressingly like a doddery old gentleman poring 
over his memories in the twilight, is nevertheless a pleasanter occupa- 
tion than contemplating the bleak present and no less bleak future 
outlook for aviculture in this country. 

It therefore seemed to me that, as the Keston Foreign Bird Farm 
has recently come of age, now would be the most appropriate time to 
record its history from its very modest beginning——four weather- 
beaten aviaries surviving from my boyhood days—right up to the 
present time. 

My partner, Alec Brooksbank, and I started the farm in the yea 
1927 at a time when no other venture of its kind existed, at any rate 
in the British Isles. 

The site chosen proved to be an ideal one for the keeping and 
breeding of foreign birds, and consisted of a long strip of rough 
meadowland, of about one acre in extent, on a southern slope. The 
two ends of the strip faced respectively east and west, so that the 
whole site lay, as it were, broadside to the sun, with a thick laurel 
hedge along the bottom and a thicket of blackthorn along its eastern 
boundary. ‘The top, facing north, was admirably protected by the 
continued upward slope of the land, reinforced by a dense belt of 
large wild cherry trees. 

This site was gradually made into separate terraces, each terrace 
being stepped down about 18 inches from the one above, so that ample 
light and sun could penetrate to all the aviaries. 

In 1932 the rapid expansion of the farm necessitated the acquisition 
of more land, and we were able to purchase an adjoining 8-acre 
meadow. The aspect of this, however, was very much more exposed 
than the terraces, and the aviaries had to be specially designed to 
ensure maximum protection from the prevailing winds. Although the 
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breeding results on this field have, on the whole, been very satisfactory, 


nearly all our most notable successes in the breeding of the rarer 
Finches and Parrakeets took place on our original piece of land, the 
Finches, particularly, appreciating its warm and sheltered situation. 

Unfortunately, at the time of the Battle of Britain, the terrace 
aviaries were blitzed, and so badly damaged that since then we have 
kept all our birds on the field, where we endeavour to keep the aviaries 
in reasonably good condition by using the wood from the blitzed 
terrace aviaries for repair work. 

Our next door neighbours are Cook’s chicken farm and only 3 miles 
away is the famous Biggin Hill fighter aerodrome, and it was really 
the combination of these two factors which caused the destruction of 
our terrace aviaries. What actually happened on that memorable and 
particularly lovely September day in 1941 was that the Luftwaffe 
dive-bombed Biggin Hill aerodrome in daylight, and when we 
eventually emerged from our slit trench on the field we found that 
the German planes had also dropped a stick of bombs on our next 
door neighbour’s extensive range of “‘ battery ’’ chicken houses, which 
were only about 50 feet from our terrace aviaries, having possibly 
mistaken the former for part of the aerodrome. 

Now, however, to return to the early years of the farm. 

The year 1929 was our first “ selling’ season. Of the Parrakeets 
we then possessed, Manycolours, Barrabands, and Brown’s successfully 
reared young and a number of Budgerigars were bred, including 
Blues, Cobalts, Mauves, and what we then called Grey-washed Whites, 
which were doubtless what are now known as White Mauves. In those 
days, of course, true Greys had yet to be produced, the nearest thing 
to them being young Mauves when they first fledged, which, if one 
was breeding them for the first time, gave one the impression that one 
had bred a real Grey at last. The only Parrakeets which failed to 
breed were Malabars. 

I should like to say here that nearly all the rarer pairs of Parrakeets 
with which we started the farm had been most kindly and generously 
given to me by the present Duke of Bedford, who was at that 
time Marquess of Tavistock, and to place on record the deep debt of 
gratitude we owe him for this and many subsequent acts of kindness 
and encouragement. I first met Lord Tavistock about the year 1923, 
and even in those early days frequently discussed with him the 
possibility of starting a Foreign Bird Farm, and when, four years 
later, the Keston Foreign Bird Farm actually came into being, he 
immediately took—-as indeed he still does take to this day—the keenest 
personal interest in the farm’s progress. 

When we first started the farm my partner and I decided to each 
confine ourselves to separate branches of bird breeding and, while we 
both took a hand at the Gouldians, generally speaking he was entirely 
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responsible for the excellent breeding results with the Budgerigars, 
Diamond Doves, and Finches, as well as the acclimatizing of imported 
birds for sale and the general business management of the farm, while 
I concentrated on the breeding of the Parrots and Parrakeets and also 
various odd pairs of miscellaneous species we had at different times, 
such as Occipital Blue Pies, Hunting Cissas, Rufous-bellied Niltavas, 
Dhyal Birds and Shamas, and also Bartlett’s Bleeding-heart Pigeons 
and Jamaican Ruddy Quail Doves. 

The 1929 breeding season proved an excellent one for Finches, four 
pairs of Red-headed Gouldians successfully rearing twenty-three young 
ones, while about thirty pairs of Zebra Finches reared an average of 
nearly ten young per pair. I have no actual record of the number of 
breeding pairs of Diamond Doves we then possessed, but fifty young 
birds were reared so our breeding stock must have been considerable 
as so many—-I would even say the majority—of Diamond Doves are 
such rotten parents. It is true some of the pairs we have had have 
been perfect paragons, successfully rearing every young one they 
hatched, but only too many pairs either forget altogether that they 
have young ones to feed and when they eventually remember a few 
days later, find to their astonishment that the two small cold corpses 
in the nest have no further use for food ; or else continue to feed the 
first to fledge, leaving the younger one still in the nest to perish from 
starvation. 


By 1930 our stock had grown considerably. We had quite a number 
of the rarer Parrakeets and Finches, and the following is a record of 
the largest number of young reared by any one pair during the 
season : 


Parrakeets.—Brown’s, seven (first nest four, second three) ; Many- 
colours (which did far better in subsequent years), three ; Barrabands, 
four ; Turquoisines, four ; Elegants, four ; Budgerigars, sixteen (first 
nest three, second five, third eight). 

Finches.—Ruficaudas, eleven (first nest five, second six) ; Long-tailed 
Grass Finches, ten (two nests of five) ; Gouldians, six (they had, at 
the time of writing, a further brood of four in the nest which, if 
I remember rightly, were all reared) ; Java Sparrows, seven (first nest 
three, second four) ; Diamond Doves, fourteen (seven nests of two). 

The following did not breed : Malabar and Hooded Parrakeets and 
Pectoralis Finches. 

During 1931, young of the following species were bred : Parrakeets : 
Bourkes, Turquoisines, Blue-winged Grass Parrakeets, Manycolours, 
Brown’s, and Barrabands. Finches: Ruficauda, Gouldian, Long- 
tailed and Hecks Grass Finches, Masked, Cherry, Zebra, White Zebra, 
and Bengalese. Doves: Diamond, Jamaican Ruddy Quail. Also 
Budgerigars and Cockatiels. Hybrids: Turquosine x Blue-winged 
Grass Parrakeets. 
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Among the Parrakeets one outstanding success was the rearing of 
eleven young ones by two pairs of Manycolour Parrakeets, six young 
being reared by a fifteen-year-old pair and five by one of their sons 
mated to an imported hen of particularly good colour. There are 
clearly two races of Manycolour, one a rather dark green and the 
other the beautiful emerald green race in which all the other colours 
are correspondingly more vivid and, incidentally, rather more extensive 
in area. 


The hen of the old pair belonged to the brightly coloured race, the 
cock to the other darker green one, and fortunately this young male 
took after his mother and was about the loveliest cock Manycolour | 
have ever seen, though we have one here as | write given to us by the 


Duke of Bedford since the war which certainly runs him very close 
in the brilliance of his emerald green body colour, though the scarlet 
patches on the flanks are rather smaller. 

Brown's Parrakeets again did very well indeed, in fact, the per- 
formance of the old pair was certainly the outstanding achievement 
of this or any other season, for they reared no less than nine remarkably 
fine youngsters, five in their first nest and four in the second. 
Altogether this pair fully reared quite thirty young ones during the 
time they were at the farm, which constitutes a truly remarkable 
record in view of the fact that Brown’s is not only the rarest but also 
the most difficult of all the Broadtails to breed, the main reason for 
this difficulty being that they alone of their family-—like the Hooded 
Parrakeet among the Psephoti—in practically every case refuse to adapt 
themselves to our seasons, insisting instead on going to nest in late 
autumn, which is always quite hopeless, as even if any young ones are 
reared in a heated shelter they are usually rickety degenerate specimens. 

Before our pair bred so successfully at Keston, Brown’s had only 
ever been bred on two previous occasions: once right at the 
beginning of the present century and again between the wars by 
Lord ‘Tavistock. 

Elegant Grass Parrakeets which had bred successfully the previous 
season failed to rear young in 1931, but pairs of newly-acquired 
Blue-wings and Bourkes were successful. Incidentally, the breeding of 
the latter was still something of an event in those days when Bourkes, 
having only just started—after a hiatus of many years—to reappeat 
as aviary birds, were still considered great rarities. Later on, of course, 
in the haleyon years just before the war, they were to become the 
most widely-bred of all the Grass Parrakeets, even successfully rearing 
broods at Zoos ! 

lurquoisines, to my sorrow, as I have always thought them 
particularly lovely little Parrakeets, never for some reason did par- 
ticularly well here, though small broods of young were reared during 
this and one or two subsequent seasons. Not only were the broods 
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disappointingly small, but the parent birds themselves never seemed 
to flourish for any length of time. It may, of course, be that we were 
unlucky in the particular pairs that happened to come into our 
possession, but personally I think it was more probably just “ one of 
those things *’, the most likely explanation being that this particular 
locality just did not happen to suit them. I shc 4 very much like, 
however, to try one day some from a different strain, as it seems 
difficult to believe that Keston—where all the other Grass Parrakeets 
do so well—should not also suit ‘Turquoisines. 

I noted this year that we possessed and had bred four of the seven 
known species of Grass Parrakeet, and that it seemed extremely 
unlikely that the remaining three, namely the Rock Grass, the Orange- 
bellied, and the Splendid, would ever again come into the hands of 
aviculturists. This, however, proved not to be the case, for we heard 
shortly after that Mr. Harvey, of Adelaide, Australia, had obtained 
about six Splendids, and later on Lord Tavistock was to send us a 
pair of Splendids from which we bred the first young ever to be bred 
in Europe. 

He also lent us some Rock Grass Parrakeets. ‘These, however, got 
no further than the laying and incubating of infertile eggs owing 
mainly, I think, to the fact that Rock Grass seem always for some 
unexplained reason to become so grossly over-fat in aviaries. While 
we were naturally sorry not to breed them, I am bound to confess 
I always think them quite the dullest of all the Grass Parrakeets both 
as to temperament and colour. 

Splendids, on the other hand, while equally rare, present a complete 
contrast, for not only is there no lovelier Grass Parrakeet but there is 
surely no more exquisite little bird of any kind in the world. ‘To 
possess, and even one day perhaps to breed Splendids, was always 
my chief boyhood’s dream, and that I was eventually permitted to 
achieve both is something for which I shall always be grateful. 

The only Grass Parrakeet we never possessed at Keston was the 
Orange-bellied, and as far as I know it has never been imported into 
Europe, though I believe specimens are, or were, living in Australian 
aviaries. ‘That this Grass Parrakeet is beautiful and quite distinct in 
colour was evident from a skin which the well-known Australian 
aviculturist, Alan Lendon, brought down for us to see during a visit 
to the farm. As far as I can remember it was of a remarkably rich 
though considerably darker green than the rest of the family, and this 
made an admirable foil for the brilliant orange patch on the lower 
beily. 

Now to turn to the Finches: these were delayed by the cold wet 
spring ; nevertheless, the final results proved more satisfactory than 
we originally anticipated. By now we had further increased our 
breeding stock of Zebra Finches and a large number of young ones 
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were reared. All our Ruficaudas nested, but only once, not being, as 
was usually the case, double-brooded. Some were successfully reared 
under Bengalese foster parents. We found with Ruficaudas that while 
most parents require live food when breeding, a minority will rear 
their young on dry seed and flowering Rye grass alone. 

Another Finch, and one which was very seldom bred, and in many 
ways a most difficult subject, namely the Australian Cherry Finch, 
was successfully bred during the season. My partner’s most spectacular 
breeding results, however, were undoubtedly with the Longtailed 
Grass Finches, all of which did remarkably well, one pair alone fully 
rearing sixteen young ones during the season, both the parents having 
been bred here in 1931, while an ordinary hen mated to a Heck’s 
cock reared ten youngsters. 

It was during the late spring of 1931 that we had a whole aviary 
of breeding Gouldians stolen as well as all their nests and eggs. This 
was a bad setback just when we had managed to get together a really 
good breeding stock of these lovely Finches and, moreover, was 
particularly galling as all the pairs stolen had been imported in 
perfect condition the same spring and instead of dropping into a moult 
had surprised and delighted us by going to nest straight away. 
Fortunately, however, we still had some breeding pairs left, and in 
the end quite a fair number of young were reared. 

The remaining breeding success to record was with Jamaican Ruddy 
Quail Doves, a species at one time not uncommon but which had 
become very rare owing to the depredations of the introduced 
mongoose on its native island of Jamaica. 

These are rather attractive and extremely terrestrial little Doves, 
and I well remember our consternation when their first two young 
ones were missing from the nest (a rudimentary affair in a flat 
earthenware flower pot saucer) only a few days after they were 
hatched. We need not have worried, however, for they were found 
running about on the ground quite happily with their parents, and 
though only about a week old, were even capable of perching on low 
branches. 

As far as I can remember the young Bartlett’s Bleeding-heart Doves 
we bred a year or two later also left the nest at a very tender age and 
were equally agile and capable of fending for themselves at an age 
when most young Pigeons and Doves are still helpless squabs sitting 
pressed tightly together side by side on the nest and entirely dependent 
on their parents. 


It was towards the end of this year that we acquired the 8-acre 
meadow to which I have referred earlier in this article, and which 
gave us the extra space we so badly needed for the rapidly expanding 
farm. 


By this time we had acquired pairs of Pennants, and Stanley 
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Parrakeets, African Grey Parrots, Leadbeaters Cockatoos, and 
Swainsons, Red-collared, and Varied Lorikeets, also Bartlett's 
Bleeding-heart and Blue-eyed Peaceful Doves. 


(To be continued 


THE BIRD COLLECTION AT THE CHESTER ZOO 
By G. S. Morrersueap, Director-Secretary 


During the last year I am pleased to say we have at last been able 
to make a start on the avicultural side of the zoological collection, 
and I thought it might be of interest to members of the Avicultural 
Society to know what we have done, and hope to do in the future. 

During the war our bird population fell considerably from a variety 
of causes, from bombing to the shortage of suitable food, and it was 
not until 1948 that we were able to give any serious attention to 
building new aviaries. 

The Chester Zoo has altered considerably and is now nothing like 
it was at the outbreak of war in 1939. In those days the Zoo covered 
less than ten acres, to-day it covers nearly forty acres and several 
more acres remain to be developed. Our object is to give as much 
room as possible to all the exhibits, and this includes the birds as 
well as the other animals. 

In the spring of 1949 we erected a range of seventeen aviaries, 
designed mainly for the breeding of Parrakeets. They are long and 
narrow so as to allow the birds to retire well back from the public. 
Sixteen of these aviaries are 4 feet wide and 40 feet long, and between 
8 feet and 9 feet high. 


A flower border runs the whole length of these aviaries to keep the 


public from getting too close to them, for, as I have just stated, these 
are essentially breeding quarters. The birds were introduced too late 
in the season to give many results during 1949, but we did succeed 
in breeding Leadbeaters ; Cockatoos, Lutino Ring-necks, Red-rumps, 
and several others laid but were not properly settled. 

The seventeenth aviary is 40 feet deep, g feet high, and 12 feet wide, 
and it was in this aviary that the Leadbeaters reared their young. 
We have moved these birds now to the new Parrot House on account 
of their destructive habits, and in their place I propose trying out an 
experiment of keeping three or four pairs of Princess of Wales 
Parrakeets together. 

I have just said that we have moved our Leadbeaters to the Parrot 
House. This is a new building and does not by any means resemble 
the old fashioned Parrot House, which is still in existence in so many 
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zoos to-day. Nothing makes me feel so miserable as to see some of 
the world’s loveliest birds confined in a cage wherein they cannot 
even stretch their wings, let alone fly, or fastened by a chain to some 
perch, which they are compelled to sit on for the rest of their lives. 

I do appreciate the need of room in many zoos, but very often so 
much space is wasted above, below, and between the cages when with 
a little thought and planning each bird could have at least three times 
as much room in the same sized house. However, it is sometimes very 
difficult to rearrange existing buildings because of the light factor, 
and this to me is a very important point. So many of our birds must 
miss the clear light of their native lands very much, and I feel we 
ought to try and give them as much brightness as we possibly can, at 
the same time providing them with ample shelter from the rays of the 
sun if the birds do not require them. 

This new Parrot House at Chester Zoo is an experiment, and we 
may find that we will have to modify some of our ideas as time goes 
on, but I have been keeping Parrots and Parrakeets now for a good 
many years, and have incorporated many things which I have found 
these birds require. 

The main building is 64 feet long and 28 teet wide with aviaries 
on either side. On the left are eight strongly built aviaries each 
approximately & feet square and 11 feet high, and each aviary is 
covered almost entirely by corrugated ** Perspex” so as to admit as 
much light as possible. Each of these cages has an outside flight 8 feet 
by 16 feet and 9 feet high. 

On the opposite side are the same number of cages, not quite as 
high but a foot deeper, that is, 8 feet by 9 feet. These are also roofed 
with * Perspex ’’, but are not yet completed ; when they are, which 
we hope will be about February, each cage will have an outside flight 
the dimension of which we have not yet decided on, as one or two 
other factors have to be taken into consideration, but they will 
certainly not be less than 20 feet in length, possibly 30 feet or more. 

The building is constructed of aluminium alloy staunchions filled in 
with breeze blocks, and the public passage is roofed with corrugated 
asbestos. The wire is all ** Weld-mesh ”’ and should stand the hard 
wear that some of the Parrot species give to their cages. The house is 
heated with hot water pipes, and some are fixed in the roof to reduce 
the risk of condensation. The building is well ventilated and although 
our main object has been to meet the requirements of the birds, the 
public have room and space to view the exhibits, and I am hoping 
that some of the birds will find their quarters congenial enough to 
breed in. We have also introduced fluorescent lighting, which is used 
on dark days and when the days are short. 


We have several other aviaries placed in different parts of the Zoo, 
but a range of four built about four vears ago have been very successful 
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as breeding aviaries. In these, Rock Peplars, Rosellas, Red-rumps, 
Cockatiels, and Ring-necks have bred and reared numerous young, 
despite the fact that they were very exposed and had no closed-in 
shelter. 

The following is a list of Parrot-like birds in the Chester Zoo at the 
time this contribution was written : 

African Grey Parrot, Blue-fronted Amazon, Green-cheeked Amazon, 
Orange-winged Amazon, Yellow-fronted Amazon, Blue-winged Parra- 
keet, Stanley Parrakeet, Red-rumped Parrakeet, Rosella Parrakeet, 
Golden-mantled Rosella Parrakeet, Mealy Rosella Parrakeet, Rock 
Peplar Parrakeet, Pennant’s Parrakeet, Barnard’s Parrakeet, Crimson- 
winged Parrakeet, Barraband’s Parrakeet, Princess of Wales's Parra- 
keet, Indian Ringneck Parrakeet, Lutino Ringnecked Parrakcet, 
Quaker Parrakeet, Roseate Cockatoo, Greater Sulphur-crested 
Cockatoo, Leadbeater’s Cockatoo, Red and Blue Macaw, Red and 
Yellow Macaw, Budgerigar, Masked Lovebird. 

The majority of these species are in pairs ; In some cases we have 
two or three pairs. 

A Waders’ aviary is about to be built and we shall have to provide 
a range of Bird of Prey aviaries before the spring as our Vultures, etc., 
are occupying a site which is required for Leopards, Pumas, and 
such like cats. 

Although the Zoo grounds contain several natural ponds, we have 
added a lake and other pools so that we can get, as time goes on, 
a collection of Waterfowl. So far we have only the following species : 

Ducks.—Carolina, Mandarin, Eider, Mallard (Common), Mallard 

Black Variety), Common Sheld-duck. 

Geese. Egyptian Full-winged), White-fronted Full-winged), 
Chinese (domestic variety), Mute Swan. 

There are a large number of Ducks and Geese which are not pure 
bred, and these we are weeding out as our stock of pure bred specimens 
increase. 

Although our present collection apart from the Waterfowl is mainly 
birds of the Parrot family we hope during the next few months to 
build aviaries for many other species of the feathered world, and one 
of the Society’s ambitions is to build a large tropical house where 


delicate tropical birds can be kept amongst their own tropical 
vegetation. But Chester Zoo is only still in its infancy, and accom- 
modation has to be provided for many of the larger animals, and here 


again we are trying to give them all the best possible accommodation 
in pleasant surroundings. 





SO TONG A. Sev, 
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NOBLE MACAWS 


Ara nobilis cumanensts) 
By E. N. T. Vane 


Comparatively little appears to have been written to date about 
Macaws either in captivity or freedom. The breeding of Noble 
Macaws in captivity for the first time in this country sounds a very 
grand achievement, because all Macaws are noble and most striking 
birds. 

Whenever Macaws are mentioned one naturally envisages 
magnificent large birds, such as the Blue and Yellow, Red and Blue, 
or Hyacinthine, whereas the Noble Macaw, although so exalted in 
title is only a little larger than the Rosella. Nevertheless, he is a very 
interesting bird and an excellent aviary subject. 

The only illustration I have been able to discover is in Selby’s 
Parrots, in the Naturalists’ Library Series. In spite of its age, this 
engraving by Lear is quite good. ‘There is absolutely no difference 
in the sexes, not even in the eye or wing patches or other plumaze 
can any difference be noticed in the specimens I have had. Neither is 
there the least variation in size or shape of head or bill. The pelvic 
bone test was not of any assistance with young birds. I have not tried 
it since breeding results. 

The general body colour is a rich dark bottle green, the underside 
of its tail being dull yellowish green. The crown and front of the 
head are a deep azure blue which merges imperceptibly with the 
green of the nape and head. The eye is dark brown and surrounded 
by a characteristic bare skin patch of greyish white which extends right 
up to the bill. The upper mandible is partly horny white with black 
edges and tip, the lower is black. The only other relieving colour is 
on the bend of the wing, which is red. Several red feathers are also 
present on the underwing. The feet and legs are black, and the size 
of the bird as previously mentioned is a little larger than a Rosella 
and smaller than a Pennant, about 14 inches overall. 

From skins examined at the Museum the size of the bird appears 
to vary considerably. It is possible that these represented both Hahns 
and the Noble as they were stored under the duplicate denomination 
Ara noblis. Some specimens had the sex recorded but in no case 
could any distinction in plumage be detected. All appeared to have 
been obtained from Brazil (Matto grosso, Para, Miranda, Chapada 
and were collected between 1875 and 1914. 

Immature birds are very similar to their parents, but on leaving 
the nest the skin patch is duller and smaller ; there is no blue on the 
head, and no red on the bend of the wing. The red is present, 
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however, on the underwing, only being noticeable in flight. The bill 
is whiter with less black on the upper mandible. 

When the first four birds came into my possession they were evidently 
in immature plumage and were originally believed to be Green Conure 
(Aratinga leucopthalma), but these skins have also been inspected, and 
although similar and of the same size (both varying considerably) the 
Conure is easily distinguished as it has a whiter bill, the upper mandible 
being almost clear white. The skin patch is only a small circle round 
the eye with feathers between the eye and bill. They are nearly all 
flecked with red on the nape and mantle, and the red on the wing 
is much duller, they also lack the lovely blue on the head. Nevertheless, 
immature birds could easily have been mistaken with only a written 
description as guide. One bird is characteristically a Macaw, and 
living specimens would never be likely to be confused by one familiat 
with both birds. 

They are most attractive aviary birds, and on account of their 
rarity, in this country at least, their habits are quite a change from the 
Australian Parrot-like birds to which we are more accustomed. They 
are active and fly about a good deal, although their flight is powerful 
and rapid it is not so hawk-like as the Rosellas. ‘They sit together in 
pairs preening each other in an affectionate manner, and although 
they appear to like the sun they seldom sit in direct sunlight for long. 

In April, 1948, they were turned out into an aviary which had 
housed a pair of Leadbeater’s Cockatoos for some time. ‘The wooden 
framework had therefore suffered considerably, and the wire netting 
which was pre-war heavy gauge (19 4 in. mesh) was very patched. 
Trouble was therefore anticipated from these South Americans, but 
they have lived there for nearly two years and have never attempted 
to damage their quarters. Although they like new perches, they are 
not so destructive to them as one would expect. 

The aviary is 21 feet long, 4 feet wide, and 6 ft. 6 in. high—the 
shelter is 4 feet square, of asbestos sheet with cement floor, and from 
the start the birds have been trained to sleep inside as the aviary has 
a northern aspect. ‘They were shut in every night, mainly because 
they are early risers, and greet the dawn with their rather harsh cry, 
which is not so terrible as a Cockatoo’s but was too penetrating to risk 
disturbing neighbours at an unreasonable hour. After all, four birds 
with voices like theirs can create a lot of noise. They have always 
been kept together in the one flight and have always been perfectly 
behaved with no quarrelling. No nest boxes were provided for thei: 
first season. ‘This may have been a mistake as they like to sleep in 
a box, but results were not anticipated as it was assumed by observation 
that they were young birds and in no condition to attempt breeding 


as yet. Anyway, they improved immensely in condition. They appear 


to enjoy young grass shoots but spent very little time on the floor of 
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their flight. Neither did they bathe much, in fact not at all in the first 
place, preferring to hang on the wire during heavy showers with their 
wings open. But since breeding they have bathed quite regularly and 
made a very thorough job of it, being scarcely capable of flight in the 
soaked state into which they got themselves. 

They remained outdoors without heat all last winter, but at 
Christmas time one succumbed to pneumonia, to which they appear 


very susceptible. ‘The progress of this illness is always very rapid and 
sudden, but particularly so with these birds. In the morning the birds 
all looked quite well, at midday one looked a little off colour, so it 
was brought in in the afternoon and p!taced in heat. By the evening 
it had recovered, and I quite thought it was a case of over anxiety, 
but it did not eat yet drank a lot. About 10 o'clock at night it 
suddenly started gasping for breath, although the eye seemed quite 
bright, but by midnight it was dead. Two others have behaved in 
the same distressing manner. 

his is a digression from ‘ breeding Noble Macaws’”’, so let us 
return to the spring of 1949. There were then three birds which still 
gave no clue as to their sex. In April a nest was provided. The site 
was unusual as it was considered desirable to close the birds in at 
night, yet to put a nest box inside the shelter was not conducive to 
raising healthy progeny. A box was accordingly fixed to the outside 
of the shelter, a hole cut through the shelter wall to provide access 
for the birds, who could thus still be shut in without disturbance, and 
subsequently this arrangement proved most convenient as the progress 
of nesting was easily observed without interfering with the birds at 
all—a thing quite contrary to usual procedure. (See Fig. 

The box itself was exactly similar to that described (AviICULTURAL 
MAGAZINE, 47, p. 64) : a sloping box 8 inches square, 2 ft. 6 in. long, 
with 6 inches of peat in the bottom. The top slid open and being situated 
outside both the shelter and flight could easily be opened to inspect 
when both birds were out in the flight. Within a few days of the box 
being placed in position it was evident that the birds were using it. 
It also now became apparent that these were probably two hens and 
one cock, and although these three remained together throughout all 
nesting operations there was never any friction or disagreement even 
after the young flew. 

It soon became the habit of two of the birds to sleep together in the 
box whilst the third was left out in the shelter on its own. It was not 
until roth June that the first egg appeared. It was a little larger than 
a Pennant’s, but no measurements were taken as all inspections were 
made on the supposition that the birds did not know they were 
observed. The eggs are rounder at the ends than most Australian 
Parrakeets’ eggs, pinkish and glossy white. The second egg was laid 
on the rath. On the 13th one bird stayed in the box all day. There 
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were still only two eggs on the 14th, after which I could not look 
until the 17th, when they had increased to three. The fourth and last 
was laid on the 18th. After this the birds sat closely until the 27th, 
when both were off for a few minutes, and for the first time I saw 
them after having had a bath. The eggs then appeared fertile and 
had taken on a leaden hue. I believe the hen did all the sitting, and 
was mostly fed inside the box by the cock, but they are so absolutely 
alike that they could not be distinguished apart. (Rings are easily 
removed without delay by their powerful bills, and after one closed 
one up tightly their use was discontinued. 

The first young one hatched on 5th July and was distinctly heard 
about midday, the noise being quite considerable for a youngster less 
than a day old. 

By now I had become certain that there were two hens and one cock, 
as whilst the hen was incubating the cock passed his days sitting with 
the odd bird ; they preened each other and were observed mating. 
This hen made efforts to get at a nest box in the adjoining flight 
occupied by Princess of Wales, and I believe both hens might have 
raised families if given the opportunity, but I did not wish to take any 
unnecessary risk. I felt that I was doing quite enough in that direction 
by letting the odd bird remain, but there never was the least sign of 
trouble. At night the cock always roosted inside the box with the 
incubating hen and the odd hen remained just outside, about 18 inches 
from the hole. She was never allowed inside, but again without any 
malice or disturbance. 

On the 7th July I was able to look fairly closely while the birds 
were exercising in the flight. There were two youngsters of a slaty 
pink colour with traces of down and still two more heavy looking eggs. 
The young made quite a lot of noise when being fed. On the gth 
there were three young, now quite pink and covered with white down. 
The weather was hot and the parents bathed every day very 
thoroughly. The last egg hatched on the 12th July when the oldest 
was one week old, thus the time of incubation was twenty-four days. 

The parents soon began to come off a good deal, but in view of the 
hot weather and the oldest bird being ten days, this did not cause any 
undue concern as, judging by the noise now coming from the brood, 
everything was now going well. Incidentally, in view of the hot dry 
weather and the way in which the parents bathed so frequently, I had 


taken the precaution of injecting about 50 c.c. of water daily into 


a small hole in the bottom of the nest, and this may or may not have 
helped. 


On 16th July there was a violent thunderstorm and the rain fell 
down in torrents, with the result that the lid of the nest became swollen 
so that it could not be slid open. At this period the quill feathers were 
just showing in the two oldest birds, and on the 22nd when I was next 
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able to inspect, the green coloured tufts were showing and their eyes 
were well open. Matters now proceeded somewhat leisurely and 
uneventfully. The parents were off nearly all the time but could be 
heard feeding their noisy family at all hours. The cock still made 
advances to the odd hen whenever he was left alone with her. 
I expected the young to fly towards the end of August. Sometimes, on 
going in the shelter to feed, a cautious inquisitive little eye could be 
seen looking out from the nest hole. The great event happened on 
3rd September when the shelter door was opened as usual early in 
the morning ; instead of the usual three birds flying out, four came 
out of the hole, and the youngster could fly and perch almost as well 
as the adults—the differences in plumage have already been recorded, 
but he certainly was a fine healthy bird, perfect in every respect. 
He returned to the box later in the day and did not venture out again 
until the oth, when all four came out together, and I had seven Noble 
Macaws making a wonderful show in one flight. 

Every youngster was perfect and able to fly with absolute con- 
fidence. They all returned to the box and continued to sleep there 
for several weeks. The nest had been kept very clean, the faces 
having been removed regularly by the parents, although they were 
not actually observed while doing so. 

One youngster caught a chill, and after a spell in the hospital cage 
and a week’s recuperation he was treated as a stranger when returned 
to his parents, and although there was not any vicious fighting, as in 
the case of Broadtails, he was cold shouldered and looked unhappy, so 
he was removed. At present the parents still use the nest box as 
sleeping quarters (December) ; the two young still remaining in the 
flight behave like a pair and sleep just outside. They are all in perfect 
harmony and do not interfere with each other, but definitely keep in 
pairs and spend all their time preening their companions. 

The winter 1948-49 was not severe, and the original birds never 
had any heat; one died of pneumonia but the other three never 
looked anything but perfectly fit under these conditions. In view of 
their suspected susceptibility to pneumonia very slight heat has been 
provided for this coming winter, but it only takes the form of a Putnam 
paraffin heater in the shelter, which is only lit at night and will be 
left on during very cold days. 

Their normal diet consists of buckwheat, sunflower, oat screenings, 
peanut, and canary, with a little hemp every other day. They are 
very fond of pears and apples to a lesser degree. I think it inadvisable 
to give fruit in very cold weather. They are also inclined to eat the 
green grass in their flight, and this again causes some concern when 
covered with frost. They are very fond of chickweed and consumed 
a lot when rearing. They also had groundsel, shepherd’s purse, sow- 
thistle, and spinnach as available, and these are, in fact, given 
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whenever conditions permit. The consumption of food whilst rearing 
was colossal. 

It is obvious that considerable strain must be put on the parents in 
semi-digesting all this for their family. I therefore do my best to heip 
them by supplying sprouted seed liberally—-wheat, sunflower, and 
canary—and also soaked bread—in giving the latter it is most 
important not to supply a stodgy wet mess. Roast the bread crusts 
thoroughly, crush them up small, and then just before use add 
sufficient boiling water to make the rusks swell to a crumbly con- 
sistency. This mixture saves the parents a lot of work, and by the 
way they devour it at once it is clearly appreciated. It is also a 
wonderful means of feeding tonics, vitamins, etc., to the birds. 

When I first had these birds there used to be one who said “‘ Hallo ”’. 
and they all appeared to chatter in some foreign dialect. Another cried 
just like a baby—-a universal language, but since they have been out 
in an aviary they appear to have forgotten these talents. The young 
bird who came in with a chill, although only indoors for a fortnight 
or so, soon settled down in a cage and learned to say *“‘ Hallo’. There 
is every indication that these birds are very intelligent and would 
make excellent companions in a cage. No doubt if we are able to 
produce a few more the experiment can be attempted. I have been 
able to find out practically nothing about their life, habits, and 
territory 1n a natural state. 

For my own part, | am delighted with them as aviary birds as they 
make a most welcome and interesting change from the Australian 
species, to which we are so much more accustomed. You will gather 
that I like them very much. Quite rightly. 


LONGEVITY IN BIRDS 
By V. M. Burn 


The Duke of Bedford has suggested to me that you might care to 
publish the enclosed records of longevity of my cage-birds—Waxbills 


and allied Finches, kept over a period of twenty years, merely as pets, 
not for breedine 


lhe birds—usually nine to eleven of them—were kept altogether in 
a box cage (2 feet long by 15 inches high, or in a much higher 2} ft. 
cage in winter) in the living-room with no central heating and not 
much warmth before midday. They were fed on Indian and white 


millet seed only—-home-grown since importation ceased——and a very 
few mealworms in the coldest weather—grass, etc., as available. 
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Until the war I took them away with me two or three times a year, 


all together in a quite small cage, long journeys in all weathers, with 
no ill effects. 

They were bought at ordinary London dealers’ shops for the most 
part, and of course I have no idea of their ages when acquired. The 
Lavender Finches would probably have lived longer if not amongst 
so many others ; this also applies to the Silverbills, who were not too 
happy in the crowd when I decided to reduce numbers for lack of seed. 


Lived with me— 
years. months. 
Orange-cheek Waxbill hen (died ‘ 7 : 9 
ss ea bullied by singing Finch, I fear, died 
Lavender-Finch ? hen as sexed by dealer (died , i 
a ? cock ,, My * 
Goldbreast, cock (chloroformed in war : 
ma hen (given away in war ; lived beyond 
St. Helena, cock (given away in war 


= 
/ 

? 
‘ 
) 


” hen (given away in wal 

Pair African Silverbills (chloroformed in war 

Cordon-bleu, cock (a very impetuous bird, drowned in that danger- 
trap, a “ hat” drinker 

Cordon-bleu, hen (healthy till her last few days 

Green Singing Finch (a non-stop singer after he was alone; very 
vigorous till a stray cat got into house, August, 1949, and 
Hed him 


‘s 


As so many were kept together there was no question of breeding ; 
the hen Cordon laid an occasional egg in her early days. My other 
birds—Avadavats, Fire-Finches, et were either short-lived or I have 
no records of them. 


BREEDING RESULTS AT THE KESTON FOREIGN 
BIRD FARM, SEASON 1949 


By Epwarp Boosey 


The 1949 breeding season at Keston has been, with one notable 
exception, a remarkably prolific one, the number of Budgerigars 
reared alone running into thousands. 

The one exception was our stock of Golden-mantled Rosellas, which 
for some mysterious reason failed lamentably, several of the hens of 
the best breeding pairs either failing to go to nest at all or else having 
infertile eggs. 

Most of the Meally Rosellas did quite well, but there again, our 
best breeding pair took an unusually long time going to nest and then 
the eggs were clear. One pair which utterly refused to go to nest 
were moved into a different aviary and given two nest boxes—thei 


old one and another of a different type, whereupon the hen instantly 
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took to the original box which she had previously scorned, and a nice 
brood was reared ! 

A cock Browns mated to his hybrid Browns « Rosella daughter had 
infertile eggs, which was scarcely to be wondered at as the Browns 
must by now be a very old bird, having been at Keston for at least 
10 years and in the present Duke of Bedford’s aviaries for some time 
before that. They have not been a prolific couple, but before the war 
they did produce a most beautiful male three-quarter Browns hybrid, 
which we still have. The Browns was originally mated to a hen 
Golden-mantled Rosella, and next season I propose, if possible, to 
mate him to one again, as this mating produces quite the loveliest 
Broadtail cross I have ever seen. I say if possible, as I have tried to do 
this before, but without success, as Browns are, of all Broadtails—and 
possibly of all Parrakeets—the most faithful to their lawful spouses. 
They are not easy to mate in the first place but, once mated, it usually 
seems to be for life. 

All our pairs of Stanleys reared young ones of excellent quality. 
This was satisfactory and rather interesting, considering that the 
aviaries have not been moved on to fresh ground since the beginning 
of the war, and would certainly drop to pieces if one attempted to 
move them now ! 

There were none of the large broods of pre-war days, but that, 
I find, applies to all our Broadtail Parrakeets, whose broods nowadays 
consist mainly of threes and fours. Whether this has anything to do 
with stale ground I don’t know, but it will be interesting to try some of 
our Stanleys on fresh ground when our new aviaries with angle-iron 
flights are completed. It is curious that if stale ground does cause 
a degree of infertility it apparently has no detrimental effect whatever 
on the quality of the comparatively small number of young ones 
reared. 

Ringnecks did particularly well, and both Lutinos and Lutino-breds 
were reared, including a fine brood of three Lutinos and one green 
from a Lutino hen mated to a Lutino-bred cock. It is interesting that 
Ringnecks did so well this season because latterly they had become 
increasingly unproductive, which decided me to have a general post 
of husbands and wives—-with the most rejuvenating results ! 

A cock Alexandrine mated to a hen Lutino Ringneck again reared 
their annual three youngsters, all magnificent specimens, as hybrids 
usually are. The Ringneck always has to be removed just before the 
young ones leave the nest as she is one of those strange hens one does 
occasionally meet with among Parrakeets, who is mother-love_ per- 
sonified while the brood is in the nest but murders them the moment 
they leave it. So far she has, before I could prevent it, made mincemeat 
of three of her offspring over a period of several years. Now I see to 
it that she never gets the chance. 
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We now have a number of these handsome hybrids of various ages, 
one of which has just assumed full adult male plumage. He is hardly 
distinguishable from an ordinary cock Alexandrine except for his 
slightly smaller size and rather less massive head and beak—the latter 
a distinct improvement. 

We have been trying for years—with a view to eventually breeding 
Lutino Alexandrines—to get a hen Alexandrine to mate to a cock 
hybrid, but as none seem forthcoming I shall doubtless have to mate 
him to one of his sisters. It’s a great pity one cannot go one step 
further, and if anyone who reads this has a hen Alexandrine for 
disposal we should be very pleased to hear from him. 


Green and yellow Redrumps did very well, rearing an average of 


eight young per pair. More than forty were bred. 
Four pairs of Cockatiels, most of them bred here last year, reared 


twenty-eight young ones, and it is nice to have a breeding stock of 


these quaint and unique members of the Parrot family again. 

Blue-fronted Amazon Parrots were a disappointment. A hen bred 
here before the war, who regularly lays and incubates four eggs each 
year, had as usual an infertile clutch—this time with a new husband. 
Another couple, obtained separately, and put together in the spring 
as a pair, have spent the summer recovering from many years spent 
in Parrot cages. They were thrilled to death at the sight of a nest box, 
and with their stiff joints creaking from long disuse, climbed laboriously 
into it accompanied by a curious combination of uproarious human 
laughter and the savage barking of dogs, both having obviously, at 
some time, been the pets of light-hearted dog-lovers ! 

Unfortunately they soon lost interest in the nest and concentrated 
instead on planning the amputation of my fingers when I fed them. 

Another Blue-front—a fine bird, and I should say a cock—was 
obtained later and given a presumed hen which, in some extraordinary 
way (since she was extremely agile and he quite the reverse) he 
managed to murder, scalping her very savagely after they had been 
together for several weeks. I propose to try him with another presumed 
hen, putting them in adjoining aviaries for the winter and, if things 
look favourable, trying them together in the spring. ‘This is a rare 
precaution to have to take with Blue-fronted Amazons. 

Roseate Cockatoos eventually reared two excellent young ones, 
having chewed up the first nest box they were given until it was a mere 
pile of sawdust. Their second nest box was entirely armour-plated 
with sheet zinc, which they did their best to whittle, with negative 
results, eventually deciding there was nothing for it but to go to nest. 
It is interesting that, in spite of increasingly stale ground, their two 
youngsters were quite the finest they have ever reared, and I can only 
put it down to the fact that I gave the parents for the first time 
sweetened bread and milk, of which they ate large quantities. Not all 
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birds will eat bread and milk—particularly if unsweetened—but I am 
quite sure that for those that will, it provides the most completely 
nourishing and satisfactory of all rearing foods. 

A nice young pair of Manycolours bred this season at Barrington 
House from an imported pair, was obtained from the Duke of Bedford. 

Of two pairs of Diamond Doves—-one has reared seven young ones 
and they are sitting again, while the other pair had an early nest, 
which they forgot to feed when almost fledged, and spent the rest of 
the summer having abortive nests, but now have young again. 

Upwards of a hundred Zebra Finches, Greys, Whites, and Silvers 
have been reared as well as Bengalese. 

Fawn Zebra Finches, received rather late in the season, proved 
difficult to breed, one pair refusing to go to nest at all, while another 
pair always let their young ones die. A clutch of the latter’s eggs 
were changed over and given to a particularly reliable pair of Silvers, 
with the typical result that the Silvers hatched but failed to rear the 
young Fawns, while the Fawns hatched and successfully reared the 
young Silvers ! 

I have a few Pheasants in my private planted aviaries, Amhersts, 
Golden, and a charmingly tame and beautiful male Temminck’s 
Tragopan which feeds out of my hand, also Giant and Paradise 
Whydahs, Taha and Grenadier Weavers, a male South African 
Golden-breasted Bunting, and a pair of Bullfinches. The latter reared 
two nice young ones in a Cupressus bush with no extra foods except 
egg and breadcrumbs, bread and milk, and, of course, any insects 
they managed to capture for themselves. ‘They seemed to rear their 
young largely on sunflower seed, which they adore, and I think it is 
much better for them than their other favourite, hemp. 

The Golden-breasted Bunting—which incidentally is the first we 
have ever had here—is a really beautiful bird, with its brown back, 
black tail, black white-banded wings, head handsomely striped in 
black and white, and its copper-coloured upper breast shading into 
bright yellow beneath. 


I am afraid this account of breeding results at Keston is not up to 
pre-war standard, but my excuse must be the notorious difficulty of 


making bricks without straw, which is what trying to write an article 
about one’s birds really boils down to nowadays. 
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AUSTRALIAN PARROTS IN CAPTIVITY 
By ALan Lenpon, Adelaide 


(Continued from Vol. 55, p. 179.) 


22) RED-RUMPED PARRAKEET (Psephotus hematonotus) 


Synonyms.—Red-backed Parrot (R.A.O.U. Checklist, 1926), Grass 
Parrot. 

Distribution.—From southern Queensland, through most of New 
South Wales and Victoria, into the eastern portion of South Australia. 

Description A rather plump little Parrakeet with marked dis- 
similarity between the sexes. The adult male has the head and breast 
bright grass green, the abdomen is yellow, and the under tail coverts 
are white. The mantle is bluish-green and the rump is red. ‘The 
general colouring of the female is a greyish-olive with dark edges to 
the feathers, giving a scaly appearance ; the rump is green and the 
abdomen and under tail-coverts are white. 

Immatures are easily sexed when they leave the nest, the young 
females being identical with the adults except in regard to the colour 
of the beak which is yellow, whereas young males are duller editions 
of the adults, the red area on the rump being considerably reduced 
in size and the bright green of the head and breast being of a con- 
siderably duller shade. Adult plumage is acquired by a complete 
moult of body feathers which usually occurs when the birds are about 
three months old. Young males, however, retain the spotted flight 
feathers for about a further year. 

Variations.—Several subspecies have been described but none of them 
appears to be valid, to my mind. The very attractive yellow sport has 


been developed in England and appears to be firmly established now 
‘vide Boosey, AVICULTURAL MAGAZINE, 1949, Pp. 12). 


Coloured Plates.—-Roland Green’s plate of a pair of these birds in 
Mathews (vol. vi, p. 395) is very good. The plate of a male in Greene 
(vol. ii, p. 23) is reasonably accurate but depicts the bird in a most 
unnatural position. 

Field Notes.—A very common bird in South Australia, being found 
in all classes of country. It is quite common in the parklands around 
Adelaide and pairs of wild birds often alight on my aviaries and 
squabble with the inmates thereof. Pairs are occasionally seen on city 
buildings in Adelaide and they probably breed under roofs and in 
other crevices in buildings. This species is usually seen in pairs or in 
small family parties, but occasionally congregates in quite large flocks. 

Aviary Notes.—Being such a common bird in this State it is not greatly 
sought after as an aviary bird. In a mixed collection it is inclined to 
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be rather aggressive and the combined assault of a pair will usually 
result in the rout of a much larger adversary. 

I usually had one or more of this species in a large mixed aviary in 
the early days of my collection but made no serious attempt to breed 
them until 1944 when a hen that I had obtained late in 1938 and 
a cock secured about a year later were segregated. The hen laid the 
first egg of a clutch of five on 17th September and young were first 
observed on 16th October, having obviously then been hatched for 
some days. A few days later four could be counted, the fifth egg being 
clear. The first two young, both hens, left the nest on roth November, 
the third, another hen, on 13th, and the fourth, the only cock, on 16th. 

In 1945 the old hen died and the cock escaped, but one of the 
young hens was mated to her brother and they went to nest early in 
November, laying four eggs, all of which proved clear. ‘The following 
season two eggs were laid late in September and disappeared, then 
another was laid from the perch, and ultimately seven more in the 
log. These were incubated but were all clear. 1947 saw a repetition 
of the previous year in that a clutch, commenced at the end of August, 
were all clear as were a further clutch of five laid early in October. 
About this time a wild cock bird became very attentive to the hen, 
and I eventually caught him and liberated the old cock, who had 
become extremely fat. The hen seemed very pleased with the change 
and laid a third clutch early in November but became egg-bound 
with the fourth egg, and after eventually laying it, did not incubate. 
In 1948 four eggs were found in the log early in September, but the 
hen then looked sick and eventually laid a soft-shelled egg and 
thereafter did not incubate. She spent a good deal of time in the log 
early in October but did not produce another clutch. 

Red-rumps differ from most of the Broadtails in that a pair become 
very attached to one another, but they are very easily consoled afte: 
the loss of a mate and will readily accept a newcomer. They are one 
of the few species of Australian Parrakeets that indulge in preening of 
their mates. 

Red-rumps were deemed ineligible for a medal by the A.S.S.A. as 
the species was known to have been bred on several occasions before 
the formation of the Society. 


(23) MANY-COLOURED PARRAKEET (Psephotus varius 


Synonyms.—Mulga Parrot (R.A.O.U. Checklist, 1926), Varied 
Parrot. 


Distribution..-A bird of the interior, ranging from southern Queens- 
land, through western New South Wales and north-western Victoria, 
into the drier parts of South Australia and through Central Australia 
into the interior of Western Australia. 

Description.-A_ slim, streamlined Parrakeet with a_ considerable 
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difference in the plumage of the sexes. The adult male has the head, 
back, and breast a bright green, the frontal band, shoulder patch, 
and under tail-coverts yellow, the margins of the wings and the tail 
blue, and patches on the nape and rump and the abdomen are red. 
The female differs in that the bright green areas are replaced by a 
brownish green, the shoulder patch is dull red, the frontal band is 
dull yellow with an occasional reddish tinge, and the abdomen is 
green with an occasional red flecking. Immatures are easily sexed on 
leaving the nest, the young females being identical with the adults 
except for the yellow colour of the beaks, whilst the young males are 
considerably duller than the adults but still much brighter than the 
females ; the red area on the belly is either absent or considerably 
reduced. in addition the shoulder patch in the young male is generally 
yellow, but occasionally has a brick-red tinge. Adult plumage is 
obtained by a complete moult of the body feathers occurring when 
the birds are about three months old. Young males, however, retain 
the spotted flight feathers until they are over a year old. 

Variations.—It is doubtful whether any of the subspecies described 
are worthy of retention, as a considerable variation exists amongst 
a number of birds from any given locality. 

Coloured Plates.—Boosey’s figure of a cock in Tavistock (p. 218) is 
excellent, as also is Goodchild’s plate of a pair in Seth-Smith (p. 206). 


Roland Green’s plate in Mathews (vol. vi, p. 401) is also very good 
but the figure in Greene (vol. ii, p. 21) makes all the colours appear 
somewhat unnatural in shade as well as giving the bird the squat 
figure of a Red-rump. 


Field Notes.--1 have observed this bird on numerous occasions in 
the mallee districts of South Australia and have always been struck by 
the beauty of the birds when seen in the natural state. ‘They are almost 
invariably observed in pairs or small parties ; in fact, I have never 
seen them in large flocks like their ally, the Red-rump. 

Aviary Notes.—A bird with a very bad reputation for delicacy when 
first trapped ; in fact, many aviculturists declare that they have 
abandoned the attempt to acclimatize newly caught birds. I cannot 
help feeling that this supposed delicacy is due to the birds being kept 
under dirty conditions and badly fed by the trappers. 

My initial experiences with this species were in keeping with those 
of many others in that none of nine trapped birds survived more 
than a few weeks. In February, 1936, I obtained a pair of acclimatized 
birds which were alleged to have hatched young during the previous 
season but to have failed to rear them. This pair went to nest in August, 
1936, the first egg of a clutch of five being laid on the 28th of that 
month. The hen sat very closely and young were first observed on 
20th September and eventually all five eggs were found to have 
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hatched, but four of the young had succumbed by the beginning of 
October. The fifth, a hen, survived and left the nest on 20th October. 
This appears to have been the first record of the species having been 
bred in captivity in South Australia, although the A.S.S.A. medal had 
been awarded in 1930 to Mr. F. C. Kitchen, a resident of Broken Hill. 

The hen of this pair died suddenly in August, 1937, and it was not 
until February of the following year that I was able to procure a 
satisfactory substitute. This new hen laid two clutches of eggs that 
season but did not incubate either of them ; however, in 1939 she 
commenced a clutch of six late in July, of which five were fertile. 
‘These duly hatched and all were reared, leaving the nest towards the 
end of September and being two cocks and three hens. A second 
clutch laid towards the end of October consisted of five eggs, four of 
which were fertile and from which four young, two of each sex, were 
reared, leaving the nest in mid-December. 

From that time onward this pair of birds had a remarkable record, 
rearing eight from two nests in 1940, 1941, and 1942 and fou~ from 
a single nest in 1943. In 1944 they were again double-brooded, rearing 
three in the first nest and four in the second and exactly repeating 
these results in 1945, whilst 1946 saw two reared in the first clutch 
and four in the second. In 1947 their first clutch was removed and 
Little Blue Bonnet eggs substituted, and they duly hatched and reared 
three fine young ones and then proceeded to rear four young Many- 
colours from the second clutch. By 1948 the cock was beginning to 
show signs of old age and, although Little Blue Bonnet eggs were 
again substituted for their first clutch, only two hatched and only one 
survived to leave the nest. They did not go to nest again and the cock 
died in early November and the hen later in the same month. They 
had, I think, a remarkable record in rearing sixty-five young birds in 
ten seasons. 

Many-colours, when once established, make delightful aviary birds, 
becoming very tame and confiding and not being nearly as pugnacious 
and aggressive as are Red-rumps. They are very devoted to their 
mates but are very easily consoled after the loss of a partner and 
readily mate up with a substitute. ‘Together with the Red-rumps and 
Blue Bonnets they are unique amongst the Broadtails in the habit of 
preening the feathers of their mates. ‘Towards the end of winter they 
become very active, flying up and down their aviary and uttering 
their very pleasant whistling call notes. At this time, too, the cock 
frequently displays to the hen in the usual Broadtail, shoulder-squaring 
manner. 


24) Biue Bonnet PaRrakeet (Psephotus hematogaster 


Synonyms.—-Crimson-bellied Parrakeet, Bulloak Parrot. 
Distribution.—A bird which is confined to the low rainfall type 
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of country, ranging from south-western Queensland, through western 
New South Wales, down to north-western Victoria. In South 
Australia it has an extensive distribution in the drier parts, from the 
Murray mallee in the south to the vicinity of Cooper’s Creek in the 
north and westward to the upper parts of Eyre’s Peninsula. 


Description.—A rather slim Parrakeet in which the sexes are super- 
ficially very similar. The prevailing colour is brownish-grey on the 
head, wings, rump, and upper breast with the head, face, and wing 
margins bright blue. The upper breast and sides of the abdomen are 
yellow and the centre of the abdomen is red. In what may be regarded 
as the typical race (the Yellow-vented) the subcaudals are pale yellow 
and there is a broad band of olive adjacent to the blue wing margins. 
Ihe adult male has a considerably larger beak than the female, and 
in the latter sex the red patch on the abdomen is generally neither 
as intense nor as extensive ; in fact, most of the red feathers are 
narrowly margined with yellow. Immatures closely resemble the 


adults but all colours are slightly duller and the red abdominal patch 


is much restricted in size. Adult plumage is attained by a moult of 
body feathers which occurs when the birds are about three or four 
months old. The sex of immatures can usually be determined with 
reasonable certainty, as in the adults, by the size of the beak. 


Variations. Vhe Red-vented race, which is found in south Queensland 
and northern New South Wales, differs considerably from the better- 
known Yellow-vented bird and has been regarded as a good species 
by many authorities. ‘The most striking difference is in the colour of 
the wing-bars, the olive being replaced by reddish-chestnut, while the 
subcaudals are red instead of yellow in the male and red margined 
with yellow in the female. Immiatures of this race show the chestnut 
wing colouring very distinctly but the amount of red on the subcaudals 
is very variable. ‘This race is usually larger than the Yellow-vented 
and adult males show a small pale green patch at the point of the 
shoulder, an area that is blue in the Yellow-vented. Intermediate 
forms between the two typical extremes are often seen, suggesting 
a merging into one another of the two races and tending to disprove 
the theory that they are specifically distinct. 

I doubt very much the validity of the pallid form described from 
northern South Australia (pallescens) ; such skins as I have examined 
rather suggest a pale mutation. 


Coloured Plates.—Roland Green's plate in Mathews (vol. vi, p. 410 
is an excellent portrayal of the two races; Gronvold’s plate in 
Seth-Smith (p. 192) is fairly good but the colouring on the wing of 
the Red-vented bird is of far too crimson a shade and the red on the 
abdomen is neither sufficiently extensive nor bright enough in either 
bird. ‘The plate of a Yellow-vented bird in Greene (vol. il, p. 21 
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is poor in that the wings are too green, there is an incorrect violet 
shade on the chest, and the red on the abdomen extends too far 
laterally. 

Field Notes.—1 have seen the Yellow-vented race in the wild state in 
several places in South Australia, notably near Peterborough and in 
the vicinity of Blanchetown. They are usually seen in pairs and are 
noisy birds, giving their loud alarm note when disturbed and indulging 
in the characteristic jerky, bobbing movements. 

Aviary Notes.—-Prior to the 1939-45 war large numbers of the 
Yellow-vented birds used to appear in the local bird shops ; they were 
extremely shy when first caught and had the reputation of being rathet 
delicate. In addition, they have always been rather unpopular as 
aviary birds on account of their notorious pugnacity ; pairs being able 
to take on, defeat, and even kill other Broadtails much larger than 
themselves. ‘The Red-vented race is quite unknown in local bird 
shops, any specimens that I have possessed having always been 
obtained from Sydney or Brisbane. Blue Bonnets have always been 
regarded as extremely shy breeders, both in Australia and abroad, 
and my experiences with them have been rather unusual. 

Dealing first with the Red-vented race, I obtained my first pair of 
these birds from the late Mr. Wachsmann, of Sydney, in 1937, but 
these two birds were never well disp sed to each other. Early in 1939 
I was fortunate enough to obtain another hen from a Melbourne 
fancier ; this bird had laid whilst in his possession the previous year 
and it immediately became very friendly with the original cock bird, 
and the first egg of a clutch of six was laid on 17th August of that year. 
All the eggs were fertile and eventually hatched, young being first 
seen in the nest on 13th September. However, three young birds died 
during the first week and another when about half-grown; the 
remaining two were reared and left the nest on 19th and 21st October. 
They were a pair, and it was interesting to note that both had well- 
marked chestnut wing patches and that the male had yellow sub- 
caudals, whilst those of the female were red. At the first moult, which 
took place in December, the subcaudals of the male changed to bright 
red. This being the first recorded breeding of the species in South 
Australia gained the A.S.S.A. medal and also the silver medal of the 
Society for the most outstanding breeding achievement of the season. 
Unfortunately, the breeding pair escaped during the winter of 1940 
and were not recovered. 

In March, 1943, whilst stationed near Brisbane, I was able to 
acquire another pair of birds of this race and brought them back 
with me when I came home on leave. They made no attempt at 
nesting that year, but in 1944 the first egg was laid on 28th August, 
and promptly broken. Five more fertile eggs followed and the first 
young bird was seen on 23rd September ; two days later, three living 





A. LENDON-——AUSTRALIAN PARROTS IN CAPTIVITY 27 


and one dead young were seen in the log, the fifth egg having failed 
to hatch although it contained an almost fully developed embryo. 
Three young were duly reared, leaving the nest between 26th and 
goth October, and being one cock and two hens. The following 
season (1945) a clutch of three was laid at the end of August. One of 
these was infertile but the other two hatched and were reared, proving 
to be two cocks. In 1946 a clutch of six was laid early in August. 
Of these, two hatched and died when quite young, a third was dead 
in the shell, a fourth had a very small embryo, and the remaining 
two were clear. The following year a clutch of five eggs was laid in 
mid-August but all proved infertile and in 1948 the old hen died in 
October without having laid. 

In regard to the Yellow-vented race, I had almost given up hope 
of ever breeding them as they had been represented continuously in 
my collection over a period of ten years or more without ever showing 
the slightest inclination to go to nest. For the 1947 season I had an 
old hen known to have been in captivity for many years, mated to an 
exceptionally vigorous cock alleged to have bred young when mated 
to a Red-vented hen in Victoria in previous years. As the breeding 
season approached he drove the hen about a lot, and when a log was 
provided he forced her to spend a considerable portion of each day 
therein, much against her will. However, an egg was laid on 24th 
August and was soon broken, but it was followed by five more, all of 
which proved fertile and eventually hatched, the first young being seen 
on 17th September and the fifth not until a week later. All were 
reared and left the nest between 21st and 28th October, being two 
cocks and three hens. This success also gained the medal of the 
A.S.S.A. as this variety had not been previously bred in South 
Australia ; in fact, the only other Australian breeding that I am 
aware of is that by Mr. H. R. Waddell, of Melbourne, in 1938. 
Unfortunately, the hen of the above-mentioned pair died before the 
next breeding season and was not replaced until too late to expect 
any results in that year. 

Blue Bonnets are not very easy to mate up, frequently disapproving 
of mates provided for them. Once mated they are extremely devoted 
and indulge in a good deal of mutual preening, an unusual trait 
amongst Broadtails. They also play, rather in the manner of Lorikeets, 
with sticks or stones or occasionally with one another. They have the 
ability to raise the forehead feathers when frightened or excited, in the 
form of a small crest ; this is usually accompanied by vigorous bobbing, 
especially on the part of the cock bird, and the loud “ chop, chop ” 
alarm note is uttered at the same time. 

Hand-reared Blue Bonnets lose all fear of humans and usually 
become extremely aggressive and savage ; they make, however, quite 
fair whistlers. 
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25) Lrrrte Biue Bonnet PARRAKEET (Psephotus narethe) 

Synonyms.—Naretha Parrot, Oak Parrot. 

Distribution.—The full extent of the range of this species is quite 
uncertain but it has only been found in the Desert Sheoak country 
that fringes the western edge of the Nullarbor plain in the vicinity of 
the Naretha railway siding. 

Description.—A smaller, slimmer bird than the preceding species, 
with a more obvious sexual difference. ‘The adult male has the 
general coloration of the back, rump, and chest more of a yellowish 
olive, the blue of the forehead is a turquoise shade, the abdomen is 
yellowish orange without any trace of red and the subcaudals are 
bright scarlet. ‘There are, in addition, a few scarlet feathers just below 
the bend of the wing. The adult female is easily distinguished for, 
in addition to having a smaller head and beak, the turquoise on the 
forehead is duller, the abdomen is yellow without any orange tinge, 
and the small patch on the wing is brick red. Immatures resemble 
the adult female, but are duller in all respects; they attain adult 
plumage within a few months of leaving the nest, prior to which they 
are best sexed by the size of the head and beak. 

Variations.—As is to be expected from a species whose known range 
is so limited, no variations have been described. 


Coloured Plates.-The plate of a pair by Cayley, which appears in 


The Emu (vol. 21, pl. 12), together with an account of the discovery 
of the species, is quite good. The only other plate of which I am 
aware is the excellent one by Gronvold in the little-known Supplement 
to the Birds of Norfolk and Lord Howe Islands, by Mathews p- 25; pl. 63 . 

Field Notes.—On my only trip on the Trans-continental Railway 
I passed through Naretha at night and consequently had no 
opportunity to see the bird in its natural state. 

Aviary Notes.—-Vhis bird was quite unknown to aviculture until an 
Adelaide dealer obtained two small consignments early in 1936. 
I secured a pair from the first lot and lost the hen after about eighteen 
months. A substitute was secured and survived about two years, and 
a third hen obtained early in 1942 escaped, together with the original 
cock bird, during 1943. None of these hens ever showed any real 
desire to go to nest, although the log was visited occasionally by the 
second of the trio. A new pair obtained in 1944 went to nest in 
mid-September, breaking the first of a clutch of six eggs but thereafter 
incubating steadily ; unfortunately, the eggs were all infertile. Prior 
to the 1945 breeding season a new cock was obtained and a clutch of 
five eggs was commenced on 6th October, three of which were fertile 
and duly hatched. Two of the young birds died very early but the 
survivor, a cock, was reared and left the nest on 11th October. This 
success gained the A.S.S.A. medal, the only other known breedings 
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being that in the Adelaide Zoo in 1941 (recorded in AviICULTURAI 
MAGAZINE, 1945, p. 7) and an almost simultaneous success by Mr. Catt, 
of Carlingford, near Sydney. In 1946 the same pair commenced a 
clutch of five eggs on gth August but investigation in mid-September 
showed two dead young, two eggs with fully developed young dead 
in the shell, and a clear egg. In 1947 the first egg of a clutch of five 
was laid on 15th August and promptly broken ; of the remaining four, 
three proved fertile and in view of past performances were transferred 
to my reliable old pair of Many-colours and were duly hatched and 
reared by them, proving to be two cocks and a hen. The Narethas 
were given the Many-colours’ three fertile eggs, which they hatched 
and eventually succeeded in rearing two of them ; the elder was one 
of the finest young cock Many-colours I have ever bred but the 
younger was a miserable little runt. In 1948 the changes were rung 
again, but out of four fertile Naretha eggs given to the Many-colours 
only two were hatched and one reared while the Narethas successfully 
reared two good young Many-colours from three fertile eggs ! 

Narethas closely resemble common Blue Bonnets in their habits 
and behaviour and in spite of the recent action of the R.A.O.U. 
Checklist Committee in their wisdom (or lack of same) in relegating 
them to subspecific rank, I am firmly of the opinion that they are 
a valid and a very distinct species. Furthermore, any odd birds that 
I have possessed have never shown any desire to mate with common 
Blue Bonnets of the opposite sex. 

Until this year (1949) I do not think they had been taken to 
England, but a dealer left for America with some just prior to the 
outbreak of the 1939-45 war; I have no information as to whether 
they were landed successfully or not. 


26) Hoopep PARRAKEET (Psephotellus dissimilis 
Synonyms.—Black-hooded Parrot. Often erroneously called Golden- 
shouldered Parrakeet. 
Distribution.—As far as is known this species is confined to the 
northern part of the Northern Territory. ‘There is no record of it 
reaching the Kimberley district of Western Australia, like the Northern 


Rosella does, nor has it been recorded from north-western Queensland. 


Description.—A very slim, relatively long-tailed Parrot with a very 
marked difference between the sexes. ‘The adult male has the head 
black, mantle brownish grey, and a broad band of golden-yellow on 
the wing margins. The rump is pale blue and the under surface is 
a vivid bluish-green which alters in appearance in different lights. 
The subcaudals are salmon colour with a faint edging of white to 
each feather. The colouring of the adult female is mainly a yellowish- 
green, with the rump, cheeks, and abdomen pale blue and the under 
tail-coverts salmon tipped with white as in the male. Immatures 
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almost exactly resemble the female, apart from the yellowish beak 
which later changes to horn colour; young males, however, invariably 
exhibit very much brighter blue cheeks than do young females. 
Young Hoodeds undergo a moult of body feathers when about three 
or four months old; young males do not begin to assume adult 
plumage for some considerable time thereafter and the transition is not 
completed until they are about fifteen or even eighteen months old, 
depending to some extent on the season of the year in which they 
were hatched. 

Variations.—-I have never seen any variants but the species was 
originally described as having the forehead, lores, and crown dark 
chestnut. In this connection, reference should be made to two 
interesting letters to the AvicULTURAL MAGAZINE (1926, pp. 256 and 
287), written by Sprawson, in which he claims to have seen a brown- 
headed bird and also draws attention to other less-marked variations. 

Coloured Plates.—These are singularly few in number. Roland Green’s 
portrayal of a pair in Mathews (vol. vi, p. 425) is quite good, although 
it gives the male a rather unnaturally bulky appearance. Cayley’s 
plate, in The Emu (vol. 24, pl. 1, upper figure), is good of a male. 

Field Notes have never seen this bird in the wild state and 
comparatively little has been recorded of its habits ; the species is 
said to frequent open country. It is well known that the three members 
of this genus make their nests by tunnelling into termites’ mounds. 

Aviary Notes.—A hardy and most attractive aviary bird and one 
which has proved a relatively free breeder in captivity. This species 
is, however, quite unsuited to a mixed collection on account of its 
pugnacity. 

I obtained my first pair of these birds in October, 1935, the male 
being almost fully coloured when procured. They first went to nest 
late in March, 1936, laying three eggs, all of which hatched and were 
reared, the young leaving the nest between 2oth and 24th May and 
all three being cocks. At the end of July the hen commenced a second 
clutch, which on this occasion consisted of five fertile eggs, all of 
which hatched but only three of which were reared. These young left 
the nest at the end of September, the youngest having deformed feet 
which necessitated its being destroyed. The old pair of birds started 
to moult early in October, and in the following year (1937) the first 
clutch consisted of four eggs laid towards the end of March. Three of 
these were fertile and were duly hatched and reared, leaving the nest 
in the middle of May. A second clutch of four was laid about a month 
later and were inexplicably deserted early in July; they were all 
fertile and were on the point of hatching. Of a third clutch of four 
laid in August, only two were fertile but these were duly reared and 
left the nest early in October. The hen, who was not young when 
obtained, died in November whilst in the moult. 
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For the 1938 season the original cock bird was mated to an unrelated 
hen and for a period of eight years thereafter they had a remarkably 
consistent record of success. They started slowly with two young 
reared in September, 1938, followed by three young each in April and 
August, 1939. For the next four years the tallies were six, five, six, and 
four young successfully reared ; on some occasions three clutches were 
laid in a season but two was the usual and in 1943 the only clutch 
was not laid until the late winter. In 1944 the first clutch was laid 
late in July but the eggs were deserted when the hen sustained an 
injured foot, only two of the five being fertile. A second clutch, 
consisting of four, laid early in September, resulted in a single bird 
leaving the nest on 1st November. In 1945 the first clutch did not 
appear until mid-August, only three out of five were fertile but these 
were successfully hatched and reared. A second clutch of six was laid 
late in October but the hen deserted when the ring on her leg caused 
a constriction which ultimately resulted in the loss of her foot. She 
laid two clutches of five eggs each late in 1946 but all were infertile 
and I did not try to breed from her again. 

For the 1947 and 1948 seasons I had one of the 1945 cocks mated 
to an unrelated hen, but they showed very little inclination to go to 
nest in either year although they had produced eggs in 1946. 

Hoodeds, whether trapped or aviary-bred, seem to come into 
breeding condition in the autumn when young but after several years 
in captivity or as they get older seem to accommodate themselves 
more and more to the normal breeding season. Even so, they are 
usually ready to go to nest before the winter is over and always moult 
particularly early. 

The display of the Hooded is very pleasing and consists of the cock 
alighting with great ceremony on the perch near the hen or following 
her along the ground in a series of exaggerated hops, the shoulders 
being simultaneously depressed and the feathers on the head being 
erected in the form of a tiny crest. Hens also have the power of 
erecting these feathers but seldom do so unless very excited. 

The medal of the A.S.S.A. was awarded in 1930 to Dr. W. Hamilton 
for the first breeding of this species ; his pair succeeded in rearing 
a single youngster in an artificial termitarium. Since that date the 
species has been freely bred in South Australia and little difficulty 
has been experienced in inducing the birds to take to an ordinary 
type of nesting log. 


27) GOLDEN-SHOULDERED PARRAKEET (Psephotellus chrysopterygius) 


Synonyms.—Golden-winged Parrot, Antbed Parrot. 
Distribution.—As far as is known this species is confined to Cape York 
Peninsula, North Queensland. 
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Description.—Very similar to the preceding species, but differing in 
the following respects, as well as being slightly smaller. The adult 
male has a well-marked pale yellow frontal band, the black cap does 
not extend as far on to the sides of the head, the yellow wing patch 
is smaller, and the feathers of the abdomen as well as the subcaudals 
are pinkish, edged with white. The adult female differs only slightly 
from the female Hooded ; the frontal band is present but is a pale 
cream and not very obvious, there is probably even less blue on the 
cheeks than is the case in the average hen Hooded, and there are 
a few pinkish feathers on the centre of the abdomen. Immatures diffe 
little from the adult female, but the young males, like Hoodeds, have 
bright blue cheek patches. By analogy it is to be presumed that adult 
plumage is not acquired by the young males until they are about 
fifteen months old. 

Variations.-None has been described. 

Coloured Plates.—Gronvold’s plate in Mathews (vol. vil, p. 430) is 
very good of the cock, but the head and cheeks of the hen are much 
browner than is the case in any skins that I have examined. Cayley’s 
plate, in The Emu (vol. 24, pl. 1, lower figure), is good of a male, 
and the differences between this species and the preceding are well 
shown. ‘The plate by Renaut, in Seth-Smith (p. 202), completely 
misses the lovely blue-green colour of the rump and breast of the 
cock, these being shown as of a rather slaty blue colour. 

Kteld Notes.-Yhe best notes are those of Donald Thomson, in Bird; 
of Cape York Peninsula ; the species is described as inhabiting open 
forest country and nesting, of course, in anthills, frequently twice in 
a season, 

Aviary Notes.-I| have never seen a living example of this species 
and the only records of it in captivity are of a small consignment 
taken to England in 1897, a pair, probably from the same lot, obtained 
by Mrs. Johnstone, of Bury St. Edmunds, in 1902, and the birds 
which were hand-reared by McLennan in 1922, four of which were 
presented to the Taronga Park Zoo, Sydney. Cayley, in his Australian 
Parrots, records that these birds were extremely tame (as would be 
expected as they were hand-reared) and were noticed on occasions 
investigating holes in the floor of their aviary. A. S. le Soeuf also 
studied these birds and has stated that their call-note was not as harsh 
as that of the Hooded and that they raised the feathers on the head 
in quite a different manner. 

Whilst in Brisbane recently a dealer in that city informed me that 
he had had seven examples since the war, which he had sold to a ship’s 
officer ; other Brisbane fanciers also claimed to have hiad or to have 
seen them in the past. As Donald Thomson has recorded, this species 


is not uncommon in its restricted habitat, and with the opening up of 


Cape York Peninsula during and since the 1939 45 war there seems 
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little doubt that examples of this bird will eventually be obtained ; 
the question is when ? 


PARADISE PARRAKEET (Psephotellus pulcherrimus 


Synonyms.—Beautiful Parrakeet, Red-shouldered Parrakeet, Soldiet 
Grass Parrot. 

Distribution.—-Vhe range of this species does not appear to have ever 
extended beyond south-eastern Queensland and north-eastern New 
South Wales. 

Description —A slim, long-tailed Parrot with well-marked sexual 
differentiation. ‘The adult male has the forehead, wing-bar, centre 
of the abdomen, and under tail-coverts red, the crown of the head 
black, mantle brownish-grey, rump pale blue, face and breast bright 
green shading to blue on the sides of the abdomen. The female differs 
in that the frontal band is yellowish with a few red flecks, the crown 
of the head is brownish, the face and upper breast are yellowish with 
a grey shading, and the abdomen and under tail-coverts are pale blue 
with some pinkish flecking on the centre of the abdomen. In addition, 
the red wing-bar is neither as bright nor as extensive as in the male. 
Immatures are said to resemble the female but to be somewhat duller 
in all respects, with young males distinguishable by better marked 
wing patches. Presumably they would take over a year to come into 
full colour. 

Variations.—None has been described. 

Coloured Plates.—Roland Green's plate of a pair in Mathews (vol. vi, 
p. 421) is probably the best available, although it gives both birds 
a rather fat appearance ; the plate of a male in Greene (vol. ii, p. 29 
is fairly good but it, too, makes the bird look rather bulky. Cayley’s 
plates in The Emu (vol. 24, pl. 14) and in Chisholm’s Birds and Green 
Places (p. 100) are both good. 

Field Notes.—Since Chisholm’s account of the rediscovery of the 
species some twenty-five years ago, to which any interested reader is 
referred (The Emu, vol. 22, pp. 4-17), the only reports of the continued 
existence of this bird are those referred to by Cayley in his Australian 
Parrots (pp. 226-7). ‘There seems to be little doubt that on occasions 
the species bred in creek banks and hollow stumps as well as in 
termitaria. 

Aviary Notes.—I have never seen this bird in life, nor do I know of 


anyone in Australia who has seen or kept the species in captivity. 
All the reports of its habits in captivity are the oft-quoted ones of last 
century. It is said to have been bred on the Continent and in England 
by Mr. C. W. Gedney, but the latter, although he gives the incubation 
period and describes the young in his Foreign Cage Birds, does not make 
any definite claim to have bred them. 
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It would appear that this species was exported in fair numbers 
towards the end of the last century but that in Europe it had a 
somewhat doubtful reputation as regards delicacy ; however, it would 
seem probable that in Australia, at any rate, it woud prove as hardy 
as the Hooded and no more difficult to breed in captivity. 

Whether its numbers have suffered a severe decline during the 
present century is largely a matter of conjecture ; it seems probable 
that it was never a very common species at any time. Having regard 
to the way in which supposedly extinct species have reappeared in 
the last twenty years or so and have now become relatively common 
in captivity, it would seem pessimistic to regard this bird as finally 
lost to aviculture, and yet I have a sneaking feeling that such is the 
case, principally because the districts where it formerly occurred are 
relatively settled ones. 

It is interesting to note that in AVICULTURAL MAGAZINE, 1924, p. 65, 
Tavistock states that ** within the last few years . . . an odd Paradise 
Parrakeet or so have been sent to America’’. It would be interesting 
to know the writer’s authority for this statement ; I am not aware 
of any further notes in this regard. 


Acknowledgment.—The plates of the Many-coloured Parrakeet and 
the Blue Bonnet Parrakeet which illustrate this article are reproduced 
from The Emu by kind permission of the Editor and the photographer, 


L. J. Chandler. 


To be continued ) 
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BREEDING RESULTS AT AMERSFOORT, 
HOLLAND, 1949 
By A. F. C. A. vAN HeEyst 


Number of Eges Number of Birds 
1949- Dates of Laying Laid. Incubated Hatched Reared. 
Grey Rheas 
Iwo cocks and three April 3, 6, 13, 16, 45 36 
hens, adult birds. 17, 19, 19, 21, 22, 
24, 24, 20, 27, 27, 
29, 30; May 2, 3, 
4. 4, 9, 0, 7» 8, a, 
10, 11, 12, 14, 14, 
16, 16, 16, 18. 
Between May 19 
and May 28, eight 
eggs were laid and 
three more eggs 
were laid on July 
16, 19, 21. 
Impeyan 
One cock and one April 18, 20, 23, 
hen, resp. two and 26: Maya,11,15 
three years old 17. 


/ 





Swinhoe Pheasants. 
One cock and one March 22, 24, 27, 
hen, three years old. 29, 31 ; April 1, 3, 


&, 12. 15, 87, 20, 


24, 27, 30; May 
2, 5, 17, 19, 21, 29, 


31; June 3, 5, 


Swinhoe Pheasants. 
One cock and one March 29; April 
hen, three years old 2, 5, 7, 10, 12, 18, 
27, 29; May 

15, 18, 22. 
Wallich Phea 
One cock and one April 1q, 21, 
hen adult bird 26, 28, 30; 

2, 4,15, 16, 

22,24; June 

Q, II, 14%. 
Satyr Tragopar 
One cock and one April : ; 
hen ; cock three May 5, 7: soft shell 
years old, hen adult. eggs 





Reeve’s Pheasants. 

Cock and two hens ; April 5, first egg ; 
cock and one hen June 24, last egg. 
two years old, the 

other hen three years 


old 


Lady Amherst. 
One cock and one April 20. 
hen, three years old. 26, 28. 30 ; 


June 





F. C. A. 


1949. 
Elliot's Pheasants. 
One cock and 
hen, one year old. 


ome 


Blue Crossoptilon. 
One cock and 
hen, one year old. 


one 


Carolina Ducks. 
Four pairs, one year 
old and older. 


Mandarin Ducks 
One male and 
female, probably old 
birds. 


one 


Ashy-headed Geese. 
One male and one 
female, adult birds 


Vagellan Geese. 

One male and on 
female, adult birds 
Male probably very 
old. 


VAN 


HEYST-—BREEDING 


Number of Eggs 
Laid. 


Dates of Laying. 


April 1, 55759» 13s 
15, 18, 20, 24, 20, 
29; May 4, 10, 
11, 14. 
April 16, 18, 20, 
22, 24, 20, 27, 29; 
May 1, 3, 5» 7» Ys 
10, 12, 14, 16, 22, 
23, 25, 28, 30, 31 5 
June 2, 4, 7, 9, 10, 
12, 14, 29. 
March 18, 19, 22, 
23, 23, 24, 24, 24, 
: 20, 27; 
28, 2%, 29, 
29, 30, 30, 30, 31, 
31; April 1, 1. 2, 
2,35 39454 5» 595s 
6b, 6, 737s 7s 8, 8, q, 
9,9, 10, 10, 10, Il, 
11, 12, 19, 19, 20, 
21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 
25, 26, 26, 26, 27, 
7, 27, 28, 28, 29, 
29, 29, 30; May 
E, 3, By By By By Bo 4s 
6, 0, 7, 7. Bs 
8,9, 10,10, 11,1 
Z1, 12, 33, 13, 1 
18, 19, 19, 20, 2 


fc >c 
25, 25, 25» 
27, 27> 
) 


5» 5» 5» 
, 


, 


I 
/ 
I 


21, 22, 22, ° 
23, » 23, 24, 

24. 5 5 
2b, 
28, 29, 


26, 20, 27; 
29, 30, ° 
31; June 1, 1, 2, 
3, 10, II, 15, 15, 
16, 17, 18, 19. 


April 26, 28, 30 ; 
May 2, 4, 6, 18. 


April 7, 9, 
15, 17, 20; May 
2, 4, 6, 8, 10, 12, 
14, 31; June 2, 3, 


7 12. 


wn » Os 


1, 3% 


\pril 14, 15, 
! 19, 20, 22; 
May 3, 5, 9, 10, 
11, 13, 14, 16, 15, 


20, 2 25, 20 


- 
» RI, 
30; June 1, 8, 10, 
2, 14 15 1060; 
July 4, 6,8 10. 


RESULTS AT AMERSFOORT 


Number of 
Incubated. Hatched. 


15 15 


Birds 
Reared. 


id, 
1 ¥) 
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THOUGHTS ABOUT PHEASANTS 


By ALex Hamper (CosurG 


The last number of our Magazine to my great delight was a Pheasant 
number and I need not mention that I read it from beginning to 
end with great gusto. May I be allowed here to make a few comments 
on some of the articles? Mr. Lowes’ recommendations for rearing 
and feeding young Pheasants is of special interest. I quite agree 
with him that the very best food for Pheasant chicks are ant eggs. 
I should, however, like to know what experience Pheasant fanciers 
of our Society had when feeding eggs of the big wood ants. When 
I was a boy I reared a lot of Partridges and common game Pheasants 
and fed them a good deal with eggs of wood ants without detrimental 
result. These chicks had, however, absolutely free range with their 
foster-mothers in large meadows and found a good deal of their food 
themselves. During the last few years I had regularly some young 
blue Crossoptilons. They prospered until nearly full grown but then 
a good many of them died and my doctor friend with whom my old 
pair is billeted attributed their death to too much formic acid contained 
in the large eggs of wood ants which were extensively fed. I doubt 
whether this diagnosis is correct, but I remember an article by the 
late M. Malisoux in which he stated that he had bad results when 
feeding these large eggs unwashed and when I corresponded with him 
on this subject he told me that these eggs were obnoxious as food for 
insectivorous birds if not thoroughly washed before being used. 
I am very anxious to hear the opinion and experience of fellow-fanciers, 
but should my Crossoptilons again present me with a brood of 
youngsters I will certainly feed eggs of the small black meadow ant 
only. Mealworms must also be given with precaution for if they are 
not fed on vegetable matter only, they can be very dangerous. Maggots 
I never fed and do not recommend them. For hardy Pheasants like 
Silvers, Swinhoes, and also Crossoptilons, a good custard is very good. 
Of course one must be careful that this food does not get sour during 
hot weather. 

As broodies Bantams seem to be used mostly in England. But what 
kind of Bantams please? A good many Bantams are very nervous 
birds and therefore cannot be recommended as foster-mothers, besides 
on account of their small size they can only cover a few eggs and 
chicks. For very delicate Pheasant chicks as Peacock-Pheasants, 
Versicolors, etc., a cross of Japanese and Wyandotte Bantams is very 
good. For Goldens, Amhersts, Elliot’s, viz. for all Pheasants of medium 
size, I have found Sumatra game, Yokohamas, and Silkies very satis- 
factory, while for Peachicks, Crossoptilons, Monauls, and should 
anyone be so lucky as to get Occelated Turkey chicks, a light, steady 
Turkey hen is excellent. She can cover a whole clutch of a Crossoptilon 
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hen and remains with her children until they are full-grown, a great 
advantage, besides which she is able to defend her brood successfully 
against cats and dogs. If one has a fenced meadow, an orchard, or 
park for a rearing ground and has not too many coveys I strongly 
recommend the brood and their foster-mothers be given free range 
after the second or third week when the weather is favourable. The 
chicks then develop rapidly and find a good deal of wholesome food 
themselves. 

Mr. Terry Jones, in his article “ Pheasants in Captivity ’’, says 
the White Crossoptilon was not so badly hit by the war and Mr. Weaver 
gives a list of the Pheasants now bred in America in which Mr. Lee S. 
Crandall lists the White Crossoptilon as “fairly common”. These 
statements surprise me, for I have always regarded the White 
Crossoptilon as one of the rarest of Pheasants. As far as I know White 
Crossoptilons have never been bred in England or in France but 
only in America. To my knowledge all the White, Crossoptilons 
have derived from a few pairs which were collected by a Chinese 
gentleman, I think his name was Young, who went, for the late 
Mr. Booth, of San Francisco, to the west of China and collected such 
rare Pheasants as White Crossoptilons, Chinese Monauls, Pheasant 
Grouse, etc. These birds were consigned tc a game farm of a 
Mr. Laidlay in which Mr. Booth was interested. Also my late friend 
Tangier Floyd-Smith collected White Crossoptilons in western China 
and as far as I know some of his birds reached the aviaries of 
M. Delacour in Cleéres. But all these White Crossoptilons were 
Crossoptilon drouynit (Verreaux) and not the pure white kind of 
Crossoptilon crossoptilon (Hodgson). I saw a mounted bird at a taxi- 
dermist’s when I was last in Shanghai in 1937. In my opinion it is 
not a very handsome bird. 

Some pure white Crossoptilons reached Europe in the last ten years 
of the nineteenth century and a pair lived in the Berlin Zoo. They 
produced eggs but of a successful breeding nothing is known. During 
my long sojourn in China I tried hard to get White-Eared Pheasants, 
but all my efforts were in vain, so it is the more astonishing to me that 
this Pheasant is now listed as fairly common in America. 

Che rarest Pheasants I obtained was a trio of Chinese Monauls 
which I bought from my friend Floyd-Smith in 1937. To my great 
and everlasting regret these magnificent birds died during my home- 
ward journey in Singapore where I had an involuntarily prolonged 
stay of eighteen instead of three days. Even for Singapore it was 
unusually hot and a good many of my Pheasants, Cabot’s and Tem- 
minck’s Tragopans, Soemmering’s, and the Chinese Monauls died 
like flies. Another rare Pheasant I had was Phastanus elegans, of which 
I landed a pair in 1937 in England. Phastanus elegans is, of course, a 
game Pheasant, but one which very justly deserves his name. He is 





ALEX HAMPE-—THOUGHTS ABOUT PHEASANTS 39 


indeed a very elegant bird, very slim, small, and of rich coppery 
colour without neck-ring. Game Pheasants, interesting as a collection 
of them would be, have the disadvantage that all their hens are very 
much alike and that they cross easily. Besides an acquisitive fancier 
who wants to cover the food bill of his Pheasants by the sale of their 
progeny might be disappointed and find it difficult to dispose of his 
birds. The Zoological Gardens should endeavour to show as many 
kinds of pure game Pheasants as possible. The Berlin Zoo had a 
fine collection consisting of Colchicus, Mongolians, Chinese Ring- 
necks, Tenebrosus, Versicolors, etc., pre-war times; probably this 
collection has come to an end. 

That some of the Pheasants introduced during the last thirty years 
could not be established, like Imperialis and Lewis’ Pheasant, I chiefly 
attribute to the fact that only very few of these species have been 
imported and that the fanciers were therefore forced to over inbreed- 
ing. It is true that our stock of other Pheasants like Elliot’s, Brown 
Crossoptilon, Swinhoes, etc., has derived from only a few birds impor- 
ted many years ago, but all our Pheasants would certainly greatly 
benefit from an infusion of fresh blood of wild caught imported birds. 
I observed especially with Brown Crossoptilons that a good many 
cocks do not take any notice of their wives. Already the late 
Mr. Cronau, many years ago the doyen of Pheasant fanciers in 
Germany, complained that the Brown Eared-Pheasants which were 
sO promising soon after their introduction in 1864 produced only 
infertile eggs. In his book, Die Huehnervoegel (the gallinaceous birds) 
he relates that from three pairs he got for several years each season 
nearly sixty eggs but never a chick. The question of the reason for this 
infertility Cronau does not answer, but attributes it chiefly to the high 
degree of inbreeding and I agree with him. Also of Blue Crossoptilons 
I had a cock which absolutely neglected his hen and another cock 
was madly in love with a White Wyandotte hen, but ignored his 
proper wife completely. 

To import wild caught Pheasants from oversea is at any time 
a tricky enterprise. One may have good success, one may have 
total loss. That some very desirable Pheasants as the Chinese and 
Sclater’s Monaul, the Burmese and Hume’s Bar-backed Pheasant, 
the Western Tragopan have so to say never been imported and other 
kinds, as the Imperialis and Lewis’ Silver Pheasant in only a few 
specimens I attribute chiefly to three different causes. The big zoo- 
logical firms chiefly do business in animals and birds suitable for 
zoological gardens or such birds which can be bought in quantities 
and care little about rare Pheasants, of which a few specimens only 
usually can be acquired if at all. Persons who reside abroad and are 
really interested in Pheasants are as a rule too busy and occupied 
with their profession so that they can devote only very little time to 
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a hobby, as was my own case during my long stay in China. Collectors 
who go in for rare birds, have not visited the countries where rare 
Pheasants live and will do so only when commissioned by interested 
fanciers who are willing to pay the high prices such importations 
command. Besides rarities remain rarities even in their native 
countries. For instance, in Singapore I have always found Crested 
and Crestless Firebacks and Argus in the market, but never Malayan 
Peacock and Bronze-tailed Pheasants (Chalcurus inopinatus). Cabot’s 
and Temminck’s Tragopans were sometimes obtainable in Shanghai, 
but never a Brown or Blue Crossoptilon and only once during the 
twenty-four years of my residence in this city did I find a pair of 
Amhersts and a single Darwin’s Koklass. That Pheasants have 
greatly suffered by warfare and turmoil in their different habitats 
I do not believe. They are wary, cautious creatures and soon wander 
away from a disturbed district. Of course hardly anything alive 
can be imported under circumstances prevailing at present, but let 
us hope that the world will come back to her senses and peaceful 
times are in store for us which will allow able collectors to proceed 
to the interior of the Far East and bring these gems of the bird world 
to our aviaries. This is the fervent wish of Alex Hampe. 


THE ORNAMENTAL PHEASANT SOCIETY 
By Georce A, J. WEAVER 


Pheasant lovers in this country will be interested to learn that 
the old Ornamental Pheasant Society has been reformed in Belgium, 
and to inaugurate the occasion an excellent issue of the Journal has 
been published this January in French. 

Mme. Yvan Malisoux, who is an energetic and untiring Pheasant 
breeder, has taken over the duties of Secretary, whilst the offices 
of President and Vice-President are filled by those well-known authori- 
ties M. Jean Delacour and Professor Alexandre Ghigi respectively. 

In his message to Pheasant lovers, M. Delacour dwells on the 
pre-war activities of the Ornamental Pheasant Society and mentions 
that the Journal was published in both French and English up 
to 1940. Unfortunately, he continues, the progress of the Society was 
halted by the war and in 1946 a meeting was held in London to review 
the situation. It was decided in view of the great decrease in mem- 
bership due to the many restrictions prevailing, that the Society 
as such should become dormant, the Avicultural Society to act mean- 
while as a medium, 
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Post-war conditions in England have not proved suitable for this 
country to continue to serve as a centre for Pheasant breeders, and so 
a group of Belgian fanciers resolved to resurrect the Ornamental 
Pheasant Society without more delay, the membership to be inter- 
national as before, and everyone interested in these beautiful birds 
is invited to become a member. 

The President says how happy he was to be in contact again with 
so many of his old friends, in particular Mme. Malisoux and Professor 
Ghigi, and at the same time he pays tribute to the memory of such 
well-known fanciers as Y. Malisoux, Jean-Marie Derscheid, and 
F. R. S. Balfour, whose deaths had occurred during the past ten years. 

In her Editorial Mme. Malisoux remarks that although the present 
Journal (No. 8) is a modest effort compared with its predecessors, 
it is hoped nevertheless through its medium to bring together numerous 
old members and to attract new ones. The subscription has been 
provisionally fixed at 100 Belgian francs, and all members will receive 
a copy of the Journal, which to commence with will be published twice 
yearly. Generous terms are given to members who desire to advertise 
therein and anyone interested in joining the Society is invited to write 
without delay to Mme. Yvan Malisoux, Beez, prov. de Namur, 
Belgium. 


The Journal also contains interesting articles from the pens of 
Professor Ghigi, Mme. Malisoux, M. Andre Dupont, and Dr. J. H. J. M. 


Vallen, and there is litthe doubt that enthusiasm is running high on 
the continent so far as the cult of the Pheasant is concerned. ‘To date 
nothing has been decided regarding the formation of an English 
branch and we await developments. 


THE SOCIETY’S MEDAL 


The Society’s Medal has been awarded to : 


Mr. E. N. T. Vane, for breeding the Noble Macaw, Ara nobilis 
cumanensts, for the first time in the United Kingdom and Northern 
Ireland. 
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BRITISH AVICULTURISTS’ CLUB 


The twentieth meeting of the Club was held at the Rembrandt Hotel, 
Thurloe Place, South Kensington, S.W.7, on Wednesday, 11th 
January, 1950, at 6 p.m., followed by a dinner. 

Chairman: Miss P. Barclay-Smith. 

Members of the Club: R. M. Adamson, Miss K. Bonner, G. ‘I 
Clark, Mrs. G. T. Clark, T. Crewes, B. H. Dulanty, O. E. Dunmore, 
A. Ezra (Patron), H. Fenton, J. F. M. Floyd, A. G. Glenister, H. J. 
Harman, R. E. Heath, Dr. E. Hindle, Major E. F. Housden, Terry 
Jones, Miss E. M. Knobel (Club Hostess), Miss M. H. Knobel- 
Harman, P. H. Maxwell, C. J. Morny, G. S. Mottershead, S. Murray, 
K. A. Norris, A. A. Prestwich (Hon. Secretary), A. C. Soanes, Captain 
H. S. Stokes, E. N. T. Vane, C. S. Webb, Mrs. M. K. Woodford. 

Guest of the Club: Mme. J. M. Derscheid. 

Guests : James Bailey, E. C. Barclay-Smith, W. O. Gilbert, Mrs. 
W. O. Gilbert, Miss J. E. Glenister, Roland Green, Anthony Jack, 
Mrs. C. J. Morny, Mrs. S. Murray, J. A. Norris, Dr. R. Scott Steven- 
son, Mrs. R. Scott Stevenson, V. Thomas, Mrs. K. Thomson, E. H. 
Tong, Mrs. E. H. Tong, H. B. Usher, T. N. T. Vane, H. Wilmot, 
Mrs. H. Wilmot, S. Wright, Mrs. S. Wright. 

Members of the Club, 30; guests, 23; total, 53. 

The Chairman, opening the meeting, said that for the third year 
in succession the Club had the honour and pleasure of the presence of 
Madame Derscheid ; Dr. J. M. Derschied would long be remembered 
as one of the greatest aviculturists in Europe and she sincerely hoped 
that Madame Derscheid’s visit would become an annual event. She 
also welcomed Mr. Anthony Jack, Hon. Secretary of the British 
Falconers’ Club ; the aims of the Avicultural Society had much in 
common with those of the British Falconers’ Club and she urged closet 
co-operation between the two organizations. A _ third guest, 
Mr. H. B. Usher, at present in charge of the Bird Room at the Natural 
History Museum, had for many years been of very great assistance to 
members of the Society and she was glad to have this opportunity 
of thanking him for all the help he had so willingly given. 

The Chairman reported that the Council had awarded the 
Society’s medal to Mr. E. N. T. Vane for breeding the Noble Macaw 
for the first time in Europe and the President presented the medal to 
Mr. Vane. 

The Chairman then paid tribute to Mr. C. S. Webb’s outstanding 
services to aviculture and in particular to his rediscovery of the 
Grey-necked Picathartes and his great achievement in bringing 
a specimen back alive to England. It was decided to publish a coloured 
plate of this bird in the AvicuttruraAL MacGazine to illustrate 
Mr. Webb’s article about it and Mr. Roland Green was asked to make 
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a portrait. He had produced an excellent picture of the bird and the 
Society was much gratified to be the first to reproduce a colour plate 
of this rare and interesting species in its journal. Miss Barclay-Smith 
asked Mr. Webb to accept the original painting of the Grey-necked 
Picathartes as a token of appreciation and admiration from the 
Avicultural Society for his outstanding achievement. The President 
then presented Mr. Webb with the picture. 

Mr. Webb said that he felt very greatly honoured to receive 
this expression of the Society’s appreciation of his efforts. The Society 
had always been of very great interest to him and he hoped to help 
it in every way possible for many years to come. 

The Chairman then called upon Mr. Green to speak, saying that 
he had done more illustrations for the Magazine than any other 
artist and he was so well known to aviculturists that he needed no 
introduction. 

Mr. Roland Green dealt briefly with his early efforts to become 
an artist and said that such success as he had enjoyed was mainly 
due to the fact that he had been able to study birds at close quarters 
at the Zoo, Foxwarren, and elsewhere. He then gave an exhibition 
of lightning sketches, some twenty species, including such varied 
birds as Godwit, Goshawk, Shama, Treecreeper, Curlew, Barn 
Owl, Bearded Reedling, and Great Crested Grebe being drawn. 

Hearty acclamation followed the Chairman’s thanks to Mr. Green 
on behalf of the Club. 


Madame Derscheid was presented with a bouquet of spring flowers, 
tied with the Belgian national colours, by Miss Kay Bonner on 
behalf of the Club. 

The next meeting of the Club will be on 8th March, 1950. 

The Treasurer begs to remind all members who have not already paid, 
that subscriptions (5s.) became due on ist January, 1950. 


ARTHUR A, PRESTWICH, 
Hon. Secretary and Treasurer. 














PERSONALIA 


PERSONALIA 


Roland Green held an exhibition of water-colours at the Ackermann 
Galleries during December, 1949. 


After more than six years, His Excellency the Duke of Palmella has 


relinquished his mission as Portuguese Ambassador and has returned 
home. 


Peter Scott exhibited a coloured film illustrating his recent expedition 
to the Perry River, in the Canadian Arctic, at the Scientific Meeting 
of the Zoological Society of London, 13th December, 1949. 


D. Bowles has been appointed Director of the Scottish National 
Zoological Park, Edinburgh, in succession to T. H. Gillespie ; and 
D. H. S. Risdon has been appointed to succeed D. Bowles as general 
manager at the Dudley Zoo. 


An end of year visitor was F. E. Fooks, major-domo at Cleres. 
Members intending to visit Cléres on 20th May will be pleased to 
know that all arrangements are well in hand. A New Year visitor was 
Walter Van den bergh—Director of the Antwerp Zoo. 


John Yealland has been sent to Hawaii by the Severn Wildfowl 
Trust to help the U.S. Conservation authorities who are trying to save 


the Hawaiian Goose. It is hoped to rear some young ones in captivity 
and to liberate them in a more suitable place than the particula 
island where the wild ones are thought to number no more than 
twenty, and where, of course, they have no chance of survival against 
the Mongoose. He expects to return to England in June. 


Dr. S. Dillon Ripley contributes the chief feature article, ‘ Peerless 
Nepal—A Naturalist’s Paradise,” in the January, 1950, number of 
The National Geographic Magazine. ‘This is an account of his recent 
expedition during which more than 1,200 bird specimens and many 
small mammals and fishes were collected. From the ornithological 
point the most important was a specimen of the Spiny Babbler 
Acanthoptila nipalensis). This species was last obtained by Sir Brian 
Hodgson in 1843. Dr. Ripley was not successful in his search for the 
Mountain Quail (Ophrysia superciliosa), last collected in 1876, and he 
considers it probable that the species is extinct. 


A. A. P. 
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REVIEW 
RECORDS OF PARROT-LIKE BIRDS BRED IN THE UNITED 

STATES OF AMERICA. By Arrnuur A. Prestwicn. (Prestwich : 

Chelmsford Road, Southgate, London, N. 14. $2.) 

Although the southern United States are ideally situated as regards 
climate for the keeping and breeding of foreign birds, it is only within 
the past twenty-five or thirty years that serious aviculture has been in 
vogue there. It was the Marquess of Tavistock, now Duke of Bedford, 
who pointed out to a few American friends, who had an inclination 
in that direction, that they might take up the breeding of some of the 
rarer of the Australian Parrakeets and so help to prevent their 
threatened extinction. He actually sent them a number of mated 
pairs and the marked success that has been achieved must cause him 
considerable satisfaction. 


The Avicultural Society of America came into being prior to 1929, 


in which year its first volume, Aviculture, made its appearance. Since 
then its pages have contained many records of the successful breeding 
of various species, including a number of the Parrot tribe. (Personally, 
I dislike the term “ Parrot-like Birds ”’, it is just as correct to call 
them all ** Parrots ’’, which they are. 

In compiling his forthcoming Records of Parrot-like Birds Bred in 
Captivity Mr. Prestwich had to search through all the volumes of the 
American Aviculture, and so impressed was he with the successes 
recorded therein that he decided to publish a compilation of these in 
a separate volume. This has now appeared and will be welcomed by 
all who are interested in this group but do not possess a complete set 
of Aviculture. The compiler has certainly done his work very thoroughly, 
as is his wont, and his book is as complete a record as can be obtained, 
though, as he says in the Preface, some records may not have been 
published and so have escaped notice. 

The success in America with certain species has been phenomenal ; 
for instance, Dr. Patrick wrote of Bourke’s Parrakeet in 1938: ‘ But 
a decade ago the Bourke’s Parrakeet was declared by Australian 
ornithologists to be so near extinction that little hope was held for its 
perpetuation. Lord Tavistock first called the attention of American 
aviculturists to the fact, and very graciously supplied some breeding 
stock. The result is avicultural history. Among others, such eminent 
Californian breeders as Arnold, Purvine, Rudkin, Sheffler, Woods, 
obtained breeding stock and were successful in propagating the species. 
As a result there are to-day enough Bourke’s in California alone to 
assure the perpetuation of the species. Without applied aviculture 
this could never have happened.” 

It is strange that we find no reference to the Many-coloured 
Paarakeet. D. S-S. 
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NOTES 


Tue NATIONAL Exursrrion or Cace Birps. 


The National Exhibition of Cage Birds was held at the Royal Horticultural (New 
Hall, Westminster, on 1st, 2nd, and 3rd December, 1949. Organized by Cage Birds, 
the proceeds are being divided between the Forces Help Society (Lord Roberts’ 
Workshops) and the National Council of Aviculture. 

rhe Foreign Section attracted 172 entries—a remarkable number at any time, 
but more especially during the continued great shortage. The judge, our own 
Allen Silver, must have been very pleased to find so many birds awaiting his placing. 

Last year our President won the National Award of Merit and the National Silver 
Trophy for the best foreign bird with his Brown-eared Bulbul. This year he secured 
supreme honours with his exquisite West African Collared Sunbird (Anthreptes collaris 
hypodila). 

Ihe Psittacine classes were slightly down in numbers, but the quality was excellent. 
First prize winners were R. Best’s Peach-faced Lovebirds, H. Mitchell’s Stanley 
Parrakeet, P. A. Birch’s Crimson-winged Parrakeets (Best Parrot-like Exhibit), 
A. Ezra’s Green-winged King Parrakeet, last year’s winner, and J. Ford’s Hyacinthine 
Macaw. The last-named exhibitor was also second and third with a good pair of 
Blue and Yellow and a Red and Green Macaw. 

The class for Common Waxbills contained twenty-two entries and was won by 
B. H. Dulanty’s Fire Finches, with S. N. Pinfield’s Ora:ge-breasted second and 
J. E. Williams’ Bengalese third. Mrs. K. M. Scamell won the class for St. Helena 
Waxbills, etc., with a pair of Cordon Bleus. Mannikins and Weavers was won by 
J. Byrne’s Chestnut-breasted Mannikins ; Whydahs by H. Cole’s Paradise Whydah, 
and Gouldian and Parrot Finches by T. R. W. Crewes’ Parrot Finches. 

The class for Long-tailed and other Grassfinches was the largest in the section, 
twenty-six entries. G. Allerston’s Painted Finch, possibly the only one in the country, 
won from A. Ezra’s Gay’s Finch and T. R. W. Crewes’ Parson Finches. Another 
notable exhibit was B. H. Dulanty’s Black-cheeked Waxbill. 

Cardinals were unexpectedly numerous ; several good Green being beaten by 
Mrs. E. Clarke’s Red-crested. 

All species Sunbirds, etc., contained but two entries: A. Ezra’s West African 
Collared and D. J. Hutson’s Grey-throated. 

Three classes were provided for all other insect and fruit-eating birds, divided 
according to size. Small was won by D. J. Hutson’s really splendid pair of Scarlet 
lanagers ; medium by B. H. Dulanty’s Blue-headed Rock Thrush, followed by his 
Superb Spreo Starlings, and large by G. C. Lynch’s well-known Donaldson's 
Touracou, repeating its last year’s success. ‘The class for Mynahs was won by 
\. Ezra’s Rothschild’s Grackles. 

The remaining class for lutinos, hybrids, etc., was won by a pair of Turquoisine 
Elegant Grass Parrakeets, bred by E. N. T. Vane, and exhibited by T. R. W. Crewe: 
It was interesting to compare these birds with J. E. Williams’ Blue-winged 
Purquoisine. 

Finally, mention must be made of the fact that the Editor made her début as a 
judge. It is at any time rather a thankless task judging the talking, singing, and 
whistling bird class, but especially when there are fifteen entries. After much patience 
and perseverance the prize was finally awarded to Mrs. D. K. Draper’s Hill Mynahs. 


A. A. ?. 


AppITions TO THE LONDON Zoo. 


October, 1949.—- The registered additions for the month numbered ninety-seven. 

The most important arrivals from the visitor’s point of view were three Great Birds 
of Paradise (Paradisea apoda) and one King Bird of Paradise (Cicinnurus regius), part 
of the collection brought by W. J. C. Frost from New Guinea. Other birds purchased 
from this collection were one Malay Shama (Aittacincla macroura), two Yellow-crowned 
Bulbuls Trachycomu crocephalus), two White-fronted Bronze-winged Pigeons 
Heniwcophaps albifrons), two White-naped Pheasant-Pigeons (Otidiphaps nobilis aruensis 
three Crowned Pigeons (Goura cristata), six Chinese Painted Quail (Excalfactoria 
chinensis), and one Two-wattled Cassowary (Casuarius bicarunculatus). 
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Peter Scott presented a number of Ducks—one American Green-winged Teal 
Anas carolinensis), two American Black Ducks (Anas rubripes), two Louisiana Mottled 
Ducks * (Anas fulvigula maculosa), and two Australian Grey Ducks (Anas superciliosa). 

Eight Curlews (Numenius arquata) were presented by the Rotterdam Zoo; two 
Sclater’s Curassows (Crax fasciolata) by the Royal Zoological Society of Antwerp ; 
and two Golden Eagles (Aguila chrysaetos) and two Imperial Eagles (Aquila heliaca 
by the Zagreb Zoo. 

John Bowden presented one Pied Crow (Corvus albus), one African Barn Owl 
Tyto alba affinis), and one Abyssinian Spotted Eagle-Owl (Bubo africanus cinerascens), 
and W. H. Chippendale two Brazilian Kestrels (Sp. inc.). 

Dr. Ludwig Koch presented a Puffin found by the police in London Road, Stanwell, 
Middlesex ! 

Amongst other birds received were two Gadwells, one Wigeon, one American 
Wigeon, two Pintails, three Bahama Ducks, four Indian Wood Ibis, four Golden 
Plovers, one Mikado and two Lady Ambherst’s Pheasants, two Brazilian Hangnests, 
three Superb Tanagers, and two Superb Manakins (Chiroxiphia pareola). 

The following were *“* Hatched in the Menagerie": five Bob Whites, four Indian 
Chukors, one hybrid Swinhoe’s x Reeves’s Pheasant, and one King Penguin. The 
last-named was the first ever hatched in the Gardens, and the prospect of its being 
reared looked good ; unfortunately, however, it was crushed, possibly by its parents, 
when about four days old. 

November, 1949.—The majority of the birds taken on the strength during the month 
were bred in the Menagerie : ninety-four Budgerigars, one Long-tailed Grass Finch, 
two Greenfinches, four Diamond Ground Doves, three Crested Pigeons, four Gambel’s 
Quails, and one Black-footed Penguin. 

Very important from the avicultural point was the arrival of cleven Masked 
Lovebirds, blue variety, mainly due to the good offices of F. H. Rudkin, jun. Here, 
indeed, is a fine opportunity to establish this variety in England. 

A Dumont’s Grackle (Mino dumonti), two Banded-tailed Pigeons (Columba fasciata), 
and a Peacock Pheasant (Polyplectron bicalcaratum) were received in exchange. 

Whipsnade.-The new arrivals included one Black-winged Peafowl, one Barnard’s 
Parrakeet, two Rock Pebbler Parrakeets, two Ring-necked Parrakeets, lutino, and 
two American White Pelicans. 


A. A. P. 


NEWS FROM ITALY. 
George de Southoff writes from Florence : 


“It may interest you to know that Italy, only a few years ago a poor market for 
foreign birds, is now actually flooded with them. Senegal small seed-eaters are 
largely imported from France. The price is 7oo-1,000 lire per pair (£1 about 
1,800 lire) ; Whydahs are a little dearer. An enterprising Turin dealer, Molinar, has 
imported great quantities of Indian birds and species that are on sale there, I under- 
stand chiefly for export abroad. But many have been put on the Italian market 
through retail dealers who scarcely ever know what they sell, and often under many 
names: Shamahs, Fruit-suckers, Garrulaxes, Blue Pies, Barbets, several Mynahs, 
Bulbuls, Pekin Robins (Liothrix), several Cranes, Adjutant Storks, Indian Porphyrios, 
Flamingos, several Palzornis, Cockatoos, Red-faced Lovebirds, Abyssinian Lovebirds 
A. taranta), Red-crested Grey Cardinals, Bar-headed Geese—and last but not 
least—Australian Broadtails, Eclectus. Hanging-Parrots, and many Lories and 
Lorikeets. Prices are out of proportior Mynas 4,000 lire, Lories from 45,000 to 
60,000 lire, per pair. A small shop here in Florence had: Pied, Bank, and Jungle 
Mynahs, Rosellas, Pennants, Chattering Lories, Ornate, Forsten’s and Violet-necked 
Lorikeets (E. riciniata), all in splendid condition. I did not buy as I cannot afford 
the prices, not having the benefit of the exchange. I have never before seen such 
a collection of birds for sale in Italy, and I have lived here all my life. Lately 
Fischer’s Lovebirds, 1 believe aviary-bred, have arrived from France. There are no 
longer any cage-makers, and one has to be content with second-hand cages, a great 
drawback. Wire netting is available, also wood, iron, etc., but labour costs far 
too much.” 


* Species new to the Collection. 
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Musraken Ipentrry or PLate or Common KinG PARRAKEET. 


The suggestion put forward by Mr. Yealland that the plate of a Common King 
in Greene’s work had been made from a skin of one of the “ Island” Kings, raises 
an even more interesting query in my mind. 

An error may have occurred over an Amboina King, but having compared the 
plate with a Salwatty King (Alisterus dorsalis) living in my aviaries to-day, I am 
convinced it does not represent this bird whose red is much darker. Greene’s plate 
of the Red Shining Parrakeet (Pyrrhulopsis splendens), for which my bird is frequently 
mistaken, is much more like the Salwatty, the only differences I can detect are that 
the Salwatty has an orange pink upper mandible the lower half of which is black 
and lower mandible all black, compared with the all-black bill recorded in the 
Red Shining, and its size generally is rather smaller than the Fijian bird. 

The point which most interests me, however, is that in the Molucca Islands (Sula, 
Amboina, Salwatty, etc.) a species of Parrakeet (Alisterus) is found which ‘closely 
resembles another species in the 3,000 miles distant Fiji Islands (Kandavu, Koro 
Island, Tabuan) (Pyrrhulopsis). In both cases the birds are externally at any rate 
very similar, and moreover the sexes in both groups are alike. Yet those of one 
group are classified with Common and Green-winged Kings (Alisterus) in which 
the sexes are quite different. I am aware that the habits voice, etc., of the Common 
Kings and the Shining Parrakeets are different. But this appears to indicate that 
some clarification is required from scientists—a golden opportunity to arrange these 
birds into three groups with the application of trinominal taxonomy. 

Avicultural experience on this point is very interesting. The only successful record 
of breeding Pyrrhulopsis in captivity is a Red Shining x Tabuan, in New Zealand 
AVICULTURAL MAGAZINE, 1944, 22). The only successful “* Moluccan ”’ breeding is 
the Salwatty King in the Duke of Bedford’s (then Marquis of Tavistock) aviaries, 
at Barrington House, in i940 (Foreign Birds, 1940, 111). 

Common Kings have frequently been bred—-Greenwings only recently by our 
President and also this year at the Zoo. Hybrids between these two (Greenwings 

Common) have been reared in my aviaries this year. 

Attempts to breed hybrid Common King x Salwatty were abortive. The hen 
Salwatty appeared to resent being mistaken for a cock by the Common King and 
she ‘‘ accounted” for two such mates, who not unnaturally being accustomed to 
sober clad consorts made this error. The nearest approach to success was with 
a cock Pennant, in which case the hen went to nest but only produced infertile eggs. 

The Marquis of ‘Tavistock records (see AVICULTURAL MAGAZINE, 1927, 259) that 
only infertile eggs were obtained from a Red Shining—Sula Island mating, and 
although a successful breeding is recorded of Crimson-wing x Sula Island King 

Aprosmictus) (see AVICULTURAL MAGAZINE, 1927, 259), the difficulty experienced in 
trying to produce hybrids between birds of the Alis‘erus group in which the sexes 
differ and those in which sexes are alike, or with Pyrrhulopsts birds is son:e indication 
that the relationship is not so close as generally accepted at present. 


E. N. T. VANE. 


ATTRACTION OF JACARANDA TREE FOR SUNBIRDs. 


Just outside the Homestead building here (Melsetter, Southern Rhodesia) is one 
very large Jacaranda mimosifolia, covered with its lavender flowers at this season of 
the year (November) which, when they fall, carpet the ground with beauty for many 
yards. Were this tree as difficult to grow as Amherstia nobilis, which is described as 
* the Queen of Flowering Trees ”’, it might well be claimed as the most beautiful in 
the world. This particular specimen is surrounded by Eucalyptus growing to a 
height of over 150 feet, and it must be invisible except from overhead. When it 
comes into flower it is invaded by literally hundreds of Sunbirds. The Malachite 

Nectarinia fan 1) is much the most common but the Lesser Double-collared Cinnyris 
chalybeus) is also present in numbers. Normally, two or three pairs is all one sees 
about the garden; there is no other garden within a distance of several miles 
and only one within this circle of hills, and it is honoured by only a few pairs. Where 
do the scores come from ? How do they know about this particular Jacaranda tree ? 


> 


J. H. BLackwoop Murpny. 
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DimorrHic Down PATTERNS. 


The down pattern of the young of any waterfowl species is generally very well 
standardized. I think therefore it is worth recording the dimorphism of two species. 
Last spring we bred seven Ross’s Snow Geese, three from one goose and four from 
another. In each case the goslings hatched were of two strikingly different colours. 
The majority were silver shading into grey on the back, the pattern being similar 
to a greyleg vestic dark gosling, the latter are of course yellow and olive but the 
/ 
j 


( 


r 
istribution of » two colours is similar Ihe other down pattern is a clear yellow 
without any down shadings. The Ross gosling of this colour being of a similar shade 
to a white domestic gosling 

here is as far as I can see no difference whatsoever between the juvenile plumage 
of these tw : ; 

When I *t Pete ott after his return from the Perry river we were both rather 
surprised that t other was already aware of the surprising difference in the colour 
schemes of baby Ross ! But it is curious that it apparently had not occurred amongst 
the good number of Ross that had been bred in Europe in the past. Monsieur Delacour 
has probably 1 tl ‘atest number and as he had not heard of it I think it is 
fairly safe to say tl he variation cannot have occurred at Cléres 

Ihe other speci wh morphism occurs here is in the young Puna Teal 
In this case the di nce -venly in the depth of colour, the ground colour and 
pattern is the sam h case but the density of colouring on the dark ducklings is 
about t » that of the paler and commoner birds 

rerry JONES. 


BATELEUR AGLES IN CAPTIVITY 


I have kept several Bateleur Eagl rst was full grown and lived in a wire- 
‘ hadowy form on my pillow, 
ht strengthenes sali that Kisau must have escaped. His talons 
vere within a few inches of my eves ! illy I summoned up sufficient courage 

fortl tentative hand and, much to my relief, Kisau put down his head and 
rubbed the bs of it on my face hereafter he remained at large but insisted on 
sleeping on the ground and was killed one night by a jackal. Another was fed on 
bats which were caught as they came from out the corrugated iron of my bungalow 
roof in a wire trap. He was very popular with some lady visitors till they came and 
reported that when he had been fed they heard the bats going on squeaking inside 
him, which didn’t seem to them to be gentlemanly behaviour. This Eagle habitually 
sailed along me to 3 feet off the 


netted enclosu Il awoke or rning to see a vasru 


ground 


and came regularly to my office when 
it was nearing lunch time when he was fed, and pulled the leg of my trousers till 
I got up and went back to give him his food 


J. H. BLAackwoop Murpuy. 
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BIRD SHOWS 


he opinion expressed—though never, I think, in our Magazine 
t 


uu 

he annual ** Crystal Palace ”’ bird-show fulfil, among other 
functions, that of popularizing bird-keepi with the lay public n fact, the exact 
reverse is tl ase, as anyone who has taken the trouble to listen to the comments of 


as 


the layman at the shows in question or the comments in the press will be aware 

How in ould it be otherwise ? The average person is profoundly ignorant of al 
aspects of bird-life, but though he will view with anything from indifference to 
amusement any cruelties inflicted on such animals as pigs, rabbits, or Magpies, he 
feels a tender sentiment for small birds, and having perhaps seen Goldfinches or 
Chaffinches at liberty, he is not unnaturally revolted when he sees them penned up 
singly in tiny cages. The fact that in most cases (though not all ; I have seen a sick 
Chough at a show) the exhibits are in good condition, and that they would not be 
so were they not normally kept in far more spacious quarters is, of course, not under- 
stood by him, and so the anti-bird-keeping fraternity receives another convert. 


} 
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Though as a keen aviculturist I appreciate the skill and patience that has been needed to 
maintain some of the birds shown in their good ¢ ondition, yet even I cannot help feeling 
that they would all have been far happier had they been left in their accustomed 
aviaries, and would have been left there had their owners cared more for their birds 
than for their own aggrandisement. At every show there are a few birds that panic 
at the crowds and strange surroundings, and spend most of the time madly trying 
to escape. Such birds are doubtless quite tame and happy in their usual home (where 
their owners would have kept them if they had any real feeling for them), but at a 
bird show they are a misery to themselves, a disgrace to their owner, and above all a 
most potent weapon for those who would abolish all aviculture. 

Apart from satisfying human vanity, of what use is the bird-show from an avi- 
culturist’s point of view ? So far as wild species are concerned, his aim should surely 
be, apart from the aesthetic and emotional pleasure he derives from his pets, to study 
thern under more intimate conditions than are possible in the field, and to try to 
reproduce them in captivity without losing the natural grace and beauty that Evolu- 
tion, or the Creator, or what you will, has bestowed upon them, and not to try to 
“‘improve ” them in accordance with some fancier’s idea of what they ought to 
look like 

We see from our domestic birds (I am talking here only of those not bred for 
utilitarian purposes, which of course is a rather different matter), the results of 
following such false ideals of excellence. Who can visit a Pigeon show and view the 
gross monstrosities there displayed without feeling shame that man has contrived 
such hideous creatures from such a beautiful species as the Rock Dove ? True, some 
fancy Pigeons, such as the Archangel, are things of some grace and beauty, and the 
Canary and Budgerigar have not yet produced anything really frightful, but I feel 
very strongly that aviculturists should breed their birds true to the wild type (in- 
variably more beautiful than anything man can derive from it), and not succumb 
to the silly idea that an extra large bird is better than a normal sized one, which is 
usually the first step on the path away from natural beauty. 

Aviculturists have contributed a very great deal to the study of birds. I think I am 
right in saying that many, if not most, of those who have contributed to our know- 
ledge of bird-behaviour have either been confirmed aviculturists or have become 
so for the duration of their studies. Nevertheless, a very large body of people consider 
us all as ignorant sadists with no love of or knowledge of birds. A friend of mine 
who belongs to a society much larger and more influential than our own has been 
informed by one of its leaders that they “ would like to stamp out all bird-keeping ”’. 
There is much that aviculturists can do to combat such an attitude. They can 
invite non-aviculturists who are interested in birds to see birds kept under proper 
conditions where they can draw their own conclusions as to the cruelty involved. 
They can stress where possible the work that has been done for ornithology by avi- 
culturists. They can agitate that the birds in aviaries in public parks be either 
properly looked after or not kept at all. And lastly, they can above all refrain from 
supporting bird shows, which exhibit aviculture to the general public in the worst 
possible hight. 

Derek Goopwin 
“ort, 
Monx’s Roan, 
Vircinia WATER. 
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RULES OF THE AVICULTURAL SOCIETY 


Rules of the Avicultural Society 


As amended, November, 1948. 


1.—The name of the Society shall be Tur AvicuttuRAL Society, and its 
object shall be the study of Foreign and British Birds in freedom and in captivity. 
Poultry, Pigeons, and Canaries shall be outside the scope of the Society. The 
year of the Society, with that of each volume of the Society’s Magazine, which 
shall be known as the AvicuLTURAL MAGazineg, shall commence with the month 


of January and end on the 31st December following. 


2.—The Avicultural Society shall consist of Ordinary, Life, and Honorary 
Members, and the last shall be restricted in number to ten, and be elected by 


the Coun il. 


»—The Officers of the Society shall be elected, annually if 
members of the Council in the manner hereinafter provided, and shall consist of 


necessary, by 


a President, one or more Vice-Presidents, a Secretary, an Editor, a Treasurer, 
and a Council of fifteen members. The President, Vice-Presidents, Secretary, 


Editor, and Treasurer shall be ex officio Members of the Council. 


3.—New Members shall be proposed in writing, and the name and ad: 
of every person thus proposed, with the name of the Member proposing him 
shall be published in the next issue of the Magazine. Unless the candidate shall 
within two weeks after the publication of his name in the Magazine, be objected 
to by at least two Members, he shall be deemed to be duly elected. If five 


members shall lodge with the Secretary objections to any candidate he shall not 

be elected, but the signatures to the signed objections must be verified by the 

Scrutineer. If two or more Members shall object to any candidate the name 

of such candidate shall be brought before the Council at their next meeting, 

and the Council shall have power to ele r to disqualify him from election. 
Each Member shall pay an annual subscription 

Pp iVWabit im advan 

the subscription 


Magazine tor tl 


mbership at the 
notice to the Secretary before 
the 1st of December, so t! heir names may not be included in the “ List of 
Members ”, which sha published annually in the January number of the 


Magazine. 
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In the event of the resignation of any of the officers during the Socicty’s 


year, to fill temporarily the vacancy until the end of the year. 
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The Society’s Medal 


RULES 


The Medal may be awarded at the discretion of the Committee to any 


Member who shall succeed in breeding, in the United Kingdom, any species of 


bird which shall not be known to have been previously bred in captivity in Great 
Britain or Northern Ireland. Any Member wishing to obtain the Medal must send 
a detailed account lor public ation in the Ma razine within about eight weeks trom 
the date of hatching of the young, and furnish such evidence of the facts as the 
Executive Committee may require. The Medal will be awarded only in cases 
where the young shall live to be old enough to feed themselves, and to be wholly in- 
dependent of their parents. No medal can be given for the breeding of hybrids, 


or of local races or sub-species of species that have already been bred. 


Ihe account of the breeding must be reasonably full so as to afford 
instruction to our Members, and must 1¢€ LTURAL MAGAZINE 
before it is p | the plumage of 
the young, and be fi a } manent “ | ine sfin in general habits of the 
Species. ‘These points will have great weight when the question of awarding the 
Medal is under consideration. 


In every case the decision * Commit shall be final 


he Ll. 


The Medal will be forwarded to each Member as soon after it shall have 


awarcaed as possibice. 


Ihe Medal is struck in bronze (but the Committee reserve the right to issue 


it in silver in very special cases) and measures 24 inches in diameter. It bears on 


the obverse a representation of two birds with a 


nest containing eggs, and the 


words * The Avicultural Society —four 11894’. On the reverse is the following 


inscription : “* Awarded to [name ipient| for rearing the young of [name of 


species], a species not previously bred in captivity in the United Kingdom.” 


The Council may grant a special medal to any member who shall succeed 
in breeding any species of bird that has not previously been bred in captivity in 
Europe. 
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CANDIDATES FOR ELECTION 
A. W. Anperson, “ % Dunbar, East Lothian. 
ye : Cranctt,” Stanley Piace, Proposed by 


Mrs. C. M. Baxzn, , 52 Strathbrook Road, Streatham, S.W. 16. Proposed by E. N. T. 
ane 


Leicester. Proposed 
Street, Rochdale, Lancs. tom Meso Ak A. Prestwich. 
Moss Road, Askern, Doncaster. Proposed by A. A. 
bron aay ag 10 Brick-Kiin Street, Quarry Bank, Nr. Bricricy 
. Proposed by A. A. Prestwich. 


25 Bolin aig, Way, Pocad tee k. 


; Pu.D., 18 Home Wood Road, St. Albans, Herts. Proposed 


- . : “ ich. 
4 A. A. Prestwich. 
eh, Seaie Bont, terion Cx we by AA 


Prestwich. 
gr aL Lg Road, Aldershot, Hants. E. N. T. Vane. 
3t Douglas Road, Luton, by Miss M. H. 


Knobel-Ha 
Mrs. W. O, Gut ‘ ‘ M. H. 
meet, 31 Douglas Road, Luton Beds. Proposed by Miss 
J. H. Goowns, 21 Vincent Road, Osterley, Isleworth, Middx. Proposed by A. A. 


, Mansdale, by 
~— Hovcarpy, 615 Baywood Avenue, San Jose, Calif, USA. Proposed by 


N-D. i . Street, Hampton Hill, Middx. Proposed by A. A. Prestwich. 
F: Bonrsave, borthy Cal Gomes Masi fg Proposed by 


Tom Jones, F.R.H.S., Wellfield Nurseries, Gorslas, Nr. Lianeclly. Proposed by 
A. A. Prestwich. 


Mader. aaa “ Sherwood,” Grosvenor Road, Liandrinded Wells, 
by P. ae age 

Proposed by A. A. Prestwich. 

onders End, Middx. Proposed by E. N. 'T. Vane. 

Preston, Canterbury, Kent. Proposed by 

ahs 3 ogo Ren Ocker Hill, Nr. Wednesbury, Staffs. Proposed 
Miss Parricia Mare, “ Cerfbois,” RFD East Haddam, Connecticut, U.S.A. Pro- 

posed by Miss Jean Reed. 

J. T. Moore, 17 Gold Street, Wellingborough, Northants. Proposed by A. A. 


A. Mycocx, 100 Park Street, Heanor, Derbyshire. Proposed 
H. McGowan, 67 Gloucester Road, 


Joma usr’ fytteroods Riding Lane, Fi 
. Y, 
Prestwich. 
Perer J. Panrmvo, “ Belle Yue,” Main Street, Goodwick, Pembs. Proposed by 
A. A. Prestwich. 
, 8 “ Sweetleaze,” Stoke St. Michael, Oakhill, Bath, Somerset. 


D. eee, 70 Ee ee rns nee by A. A. Prestwich. 
Frap Rees, Leckford, Stockbridge, Hants. Proposed by Terry Jones. 








loan Wm 1079 West x1th Street, San Pedro, Cali, U.S.A. Proposed by 


(. Sawpus Fann Howe, LMA, . Feltham, Middx. Proposed by A. A. Prestwich. 
Be Shoes 
W, Buon § Undtone Teese, Log Roc, Honene, Comma Proposed by 
'R. Soa, 50 Harvey Road, West End Road, Greenford, Middx. Proposed by 


: s : ae eas 

l by Frank E. E. Strange. 
Bridge Street, Kilrea, Co. Derry, N. Irciand. Proposed by 
ies * Royal Oak,” Marsh Lance, Erdington, Birmingham, 23. Proposed 
Patiala, 44 Wilkin’ Btesct, Bichenhcad, Chithice. Proposed by A. A. 
R. A. Watts, 49 Midland Road, Wellingborough, Northants. Proposed by A. A. 
Mrs. Grace WHEATLEY, eer Ss 5 Westleigh Avenuc, Putney Hill, London, 


ow N. Warncans, be Abie joes Rhos (Rear), Porthcawl, Glam. Proposed by 


bay < Prestwich. 
T. eee ered en erenes North, Craig-y-Don, Llandudno, N. Wales. 
H. EZ, 6 Polperro Mansions, Lyperat Gardens, London, N.W.6 
G ‘ yale 


High Street, St. Neots, Hunts. Proposed by A. A. 
S. Wriont, F.Z.S., Ashridge Gardens, Palmers Green, N. 19. Proposed 
Mrs. Margaret K. Woodford. ls 7 


NEW MEMBERS 
Mrs. Rurm Apams, 6817 State Street, Huntington Paik, Calif., U.S.A. 
Bausn, M.D., Beethovensrise 5, Benel-Bonn, Rhine, Germany. 
. Coosms, F.Z.S., 1 a eee Sevens, Olinda Kent, 
W. Gauntuert, smal pombe 4 
, F.ZS., 20 Leamside, Fencehouses, Co. Durham. 
Foeaegy “eapainy *Je Negra paella meng Holland. 
Betchton, Sandbach, Cheshire. 
Onrvier, O.U., 6 rue Ch.-Flavigny. Elbeuf (Seine Inférieure), France 
Rowatp J. Pannen, Lindon House, South Brink, Wisbech, Cam 
R. Scuoonnoven, 


aa sn be 26 a o Bithove, Holland. 
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